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The law changes regarding where to wear masks
transportation continues.
According to the new decisions on
education taken by the committee, the
mask requirement in schools has been
removed. In the decision, it is
recommended that people wear masks
in classrooms and all other closed
areas (teacher rooms, etc.) in schools.
In
addition,
ventilation
and
disinfection rules must be followed in
the specified places.
The Communicable Diseases High
Committee has been changed the
decision on the “obligation to wear
masks” into a “recommendation”
decision in indoor areas.

country, in line with the decrease
observed in the cases. Committee
decisions entered into force by being
published in the previous issue of the
Official Gazette.

The Communicable Diseases High
Committee, with its new decisions
taken yesterday 15th September 2022,
has changed the decision on the
obligation to wear masks in indoor
areas, including schools, into a
recommendation decision.

According to the number of cases,
the risk level of the country was
stated to be “yellow”.

However, the obligation to wear masks
in all health institutions, prisons, care
homes, and public transportation will
continue.
The Committee shared the current data
on weekly Covid-19 cases and took
some new decisions regarding the
Covid-19 measures implemented in the

With the new decisions taken on the
rules
regarding
masks,
the
Committee has changed the decision
on the “obligation to wear masks”
into a “recommendation” decision in
indoor areas excluding health
institutions and public transportation.
In the decision, it was stated that it is
recommended to wear masks in all
closed areas. However, it was stated
that the obligation to wear masks in
all health institutions and public

According to the new decisions
regarding the contacts in schools, if a
positive case is seen in a class, other
people in the class will be able to
continue to go to school by wearing a
mask for five days from the date of the
positive case. During this period,
people with symptoms will be directed
to get tested.

those who have a positive Covid-19
PRC test result will be isolated for
five days. At the end of the isolation
period, these people will be required
to wear masks for five more days,
and during this time they will be able
to continue their daily lives by
wearing masks.
It was also stated in the decisions
that positive infected people can get
help by calling 0533 842 8358 or
1102 if there is an increase in
shortness of breath, chest pain and
symptoms (fever, cough, weakness,
headache, etc.) at home.
Source: TRNC Public Information
Office

According
to
the
committee’s
decisions, people who contact with a
Covid-19 positive person must follow
the symptoms and wear a mask for at
least five days from the date of contact.
During this time, the contacts will
continue their current lives. They
should have an antigen test if they
experience symptoms, and a PCR test
if the antigen tests are positive.
According to the new decisions taken
regarding Covid-19 positive people,

Winter working hours start at public offices on Monday 19th September
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President Tatar slams US for lifting arms embargo on South Cyprus
with regards to a settlement on the
Cyprus issue, the said decision of
the US will not contribute to a
settlement
and
will
further
encourage the intransigent stance of
the Greek Cypriot Administration.

President Ersin Tatar strongly
condemns US decision lifting the
arms embargo on South Cyprus
“This
decision
will
not
contribute to a settlement in
Cyprus.”
President Ersin Tatar evaluated the
decision taken by the US to lift the
arms embargo on South Cyprus.
The statement by President Tatar is
as follows:

“At a time when the Greek Cypriot
Administration of Southern Cyprus
continues its intensive armament
activities against the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus and
Türkiye, which it sees as the
‘enemy’, the decision of the US to
lift the arms embargo on Southern
Cyprus is unacceptable and we
strongly condemn it.
While the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus and Türkiye
maintain their positive attitude

It is noteworthy that the US took
this decision in a period of when
Greece
has
intensified
its
provocative
and
aggressive
approach towards Türkiye and days
before the 77th session of the UN
General Assembly, on September
20. With this decision, in addition
to creating a dangerous escalation
in Cyprus and the region and a new
area of tension between Türkiye
and Greece, it risks causing a
confrontation between two NATO
members.

Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus will not stand by in the
face of this development and will
certainly take all the necessary
measures.
While the US decision has once
again demonstrated how right and
justified the Turkish Cypriot Side
is in not abandoning the active and
effective Guarantee rights of
Motherland Türkiye and the
presence of the Turkish forces, we
call upon the US to review this
decision and to adopt a policy of
treating both Sides in Cyprus on an
equal basis.”
Source: Presidency Of The
Turkish Republic Of Northern
Cyprus

The Greek Cypriot Administration
can be expected to exploit this US
decision and step-up armament and
tension-creating activities. The

UBP and CTP MPs attended PACE Committee meetings
National Unity Party (UBP) MPs
Özdemir Berova and Republican
Turkish Party (CTP) MPs
Armağan Candan attended the
Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE),
Political Affairs and Democracy
Committee meeting in Paris, the
capital of France, on 12-13
September.
According to the written statement
issued by the TRNC Assembly,
Deputies Berova and Candan also
held a series of bilateral meetings
with
Parliamentarians
from
different countries on the sidelines
of the PACE meetings.
The conflict in Ukraine as well as
Turkish-Greek
relations,
the
political developments in the

Balkans, the peace processes in
Syria and Libya, the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Cyprus
issue were discussed during the

committee meetings.
Source:
TRNC
Information Office
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President Tatar and First Lady Sibel Tatar attend Tourism and Economy Workshop

President Ersin Tatar and First
Lady Sibel Tatar attend Tourism
and Economy Workshop held
under the auspices of the
Presidency
“We are working to make the best
use of all our possibilities in order
to bring more comfort and
prosperity to our people.”
President Ersin Tatar and First Lady
Sibel Tatar participated in the
Tourism and Economy Workshop
2022, which was held under the
auspices of the Presidency.
The event, which was also attended
by Prime Minister Ünal Üstel and
other ministers, brought together
officials from the TRNC’s tourism
sector, the TRNC-based Economic
Organisations
Platform
which
contributed to the organisation of the
workshop as well as economists and
academicians. The event was held at
the Acapulco Resort hotel in
Çatalköy.

of 50 Azerbaijani soldiers on the
Azerbaijan-Armenia border.
Stating that tourism is the most
important locomotive sector of the
country, President Tatar emphasised
the importance of holding these type
of workshops where all kinds of
issues and difficulties faced by
different sectors in the TRNC are
addressed, thus contributing to
“evaluations regarding the future
prospects of the country”. He said
the workshop was being held as a
result of the suggestion of Halkbank
TRNC Country Manager Sevda
Özen and the meticulous work of
First Lady Sibel Tatar. The President
added: “I wish to thank both ladies
for spearheading the vision and
organisation of this workshop, as
well as thank officials of Halkbank
and the Economic Organisations
Platform.”

The workshop kicked off with
speeches by the Turkish Medical
Tourism Association President Dr.
Sinan İbiş, Halkbank Chief Executive
Officer Osman Arslan, Minister of
Economy
and
Energy
Olgun
Amcaoğlu, Minister of Finance
Alişan Şan and Ambassador of the
Republic of Türkiye to Lefkoşa Ali
Murat Başçeri.

Noting that the Turkish Cypriot
People have been putting forth a
great struggle for six decades which
is still continuing, President Tatar
said: “Prior to 1974, the Turkish
Cypriots could not take the place
they deserved in the tourism sector.
Before 1974, Maraş had a
significant share in the tourism field,
which constituted half of the
economy. We all know that the land
inside Maraş belongs to the Turkish
Cypriot
Religious
Foundations
(Evkaf)”.

President Ersin Tatar commenced his
address by expressing his condolences
and sympathies to the people of
Azerbaijan following the martyrdom

Pointing out that there were Turkish
Cypriots, local and from abroad,
interested in investing in the tourism
sector prior to 1974, President Tatar

said that “despite all the injustice
undertaken by the Greek Cypriots and
the pain and suffering inflicted. . .the
Turkish Cypriots never abandoned the
fight to take their place in the tourism
sector”. Expressing that a “new era”
had been started following the Cyprus
Peace Operation by Türkiye which
brought peace to the island and
freedom for the Turkish Cypriot
people, President Tatar said the
geographic borders of the TRNC were
drawn and that despite all the isolation
and obstacles, the Turkish Cypriots
connected with and came to the island
through the Republic of Türkiye.
“The achievements reached since
1974 in the field of tourism in our
country should not be undermined,”
the President said. “We were at zero
point in the tourism sector as the
Turkish Cypriot People. I recall the
Turkish Cypriot names such as John
Aziz Kent – owner of the Celebrity
Group of hotels in Lapta. . . and Ünal
Çağıner – the father of Dimağ
Çağıner, as prime examples of
Turkish Cypriot entrepreneurs who
participated and succeeded in the
tourism sector. Work has been
conducted over many years to make
use of our full potential in tourism as
well as to protect and conserve our
environment, culture, our diverse
historical heritage sites and of course
the natural beauty of the blue seas and
greenery of our lovely island.”
President Ersin Tatar also referred to
the efforts to increase the tourism
potential with a balanced development
throughout
the
country,
from
Gaziveren and Lefke on the west,
through to Girne, Gazimağusa, İskele
and Karpaz regions.
Emphasising the importance of
promoting the country in various
international fairs and events,
President Tatar said he is happy with
the participation of the TRNC in all
tourism promotion activities in the
Republic of Türkiye, the UK, Europe
and beyond.
President Tatar recalled his attendance

of the important meeting organised by
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Türkiye Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
— held in Ankara last month where, as
special guest, he addressed all the
ambassadors of the Republic of
Türkiye who are serving all over the
globe. President Tatar said: “At this
meeting, I emphasised the support
given by the Republic of Türkiye, our
Motherland, to the TRNC, which is
pivotal in every aspect. In the meeting
that brought together hundreds of
ambassadors serving in different parts
of the world of the Republic of
Türkiye, I also underlined the tourism
potential of the TRNC and referred to
the diversity of our country’s history
and the importance of the Maraş
opening.”
Underlining that the Maraş opening
made a significant contribution to the
economy and tourism, President Tatar
said that despite the pandemic, more
than 700,000 people have visited
Maraş since the day it was opened.
“Even in its current state, there is
massive tourism interest for Maraş,”
the President added, as he emphasised
its potential to the TRNC tourism and
the economy. “Despite some negative
reactions, bold steps were taken to open
Maraş. This is the nature of politics. I
thank Republic of Türkiye President
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for his support
on the matter,” the President said.
Drawing attention to the importance of
the Project of the Century – where 75
million m3 of fresh water per annum is
pumped via an 80km undersea pipeline
from Anamur, Türkiye to the dam in
Geçitköy, President Tatar stated: “This
project, which was inaugurated in
2015, is one giant step for our drought
hit country, because everything starts
with having adequate supply of fresh
water. You cannot talk about
expanding our economy or any of the
sectors including tourism, without
having fresh water. We must

Continued on page 5
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continued.........Tourism and Economy Workshop
contemplate and appreciate
importance of this project.”

the

“The TRNC is perhaps the most
beautiful
island
in
the
Mediterranean,”
the
President
continued. “The North of the island
has passed through years of great
struggle. Under the sovereignty of the
Turkish Cypriot people and with our
new policy, we are protecting the
inherent sovereign equality right of
the Turkish Cypriot People, which is
fully supported by the Republic of
Türkiye.”
President Tatar stated that “we are
working to make the best use of all
our possibilities in order to bring more
comfort, happiness and prosperity to

our people”. He said financing is
needed for the development of subsectors and the cultivation of various
produce, adding that Halkbank has
loan opportunities for tradesmen and
business people who are developing
their services.
President Tatar ended his speech by
stating: “It is our duty to work on
what can be done to increase our
potential, how to make best use of it
and to strengthen and raise our
country to the next level. Our
struggle for our national policy will
continue.
“All the work we undertake is being
carried out in cooperation with
Motherland Türkiye in order to

maintain our presence in this region
which is very important for our
children and for future generations.”
The President expressed his gratitude
to all attendants and to everybody

who contributed to organising the
workshop.
Source: Presidency Of The Turkish
Republic Of Northern Cyprus

President Tatar attended 4th International Vounous Terracotta Symposium

“Our hope is to develop these
beautiful works as an open-air
museum in the coming period”

Tatar wished that these beautiful works
to be developed as an open-air museum
in the coming period.

President Ersin Tatar stated that they
were exploring the rediscovery of a
5,000-year-old history with the team
under the leadership of Rauf Ersenal,
artists and Çatalköy Municipality
employees at the Vounous Terracotta
Symposium. President Tatar pointed
out that our island is one of the most
beautiful islands of the Mediterranean
basin with its history and cultural
richness.

In the event, which also included
shows in accordance with the historical
period and texture, President Tatar
visited workshops in the village of
Vounous and received information
about terracotta pieces and met with
the artists.

Congratulating those who contributed
to the preparation of this event, which
serves the country’s tourism, President

Source: Presidency Of The Turkish
Republic Of Northern Cyprus
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My Life in North Cyprus – Chapter 3
In
Memory
of
Margaret
Sheard….RIP….1938 to 2022
By Margaret Sheard….
26.08.2012….
In 2010 I made a trip to the UK, the
first since I had moved to North
Cyprus,and I started to think
maybe I should go back.
After the loss of my cat, I started to
get very despondent with my life and
in 2010 I made a trip to the UK, the
first since I had moved to North
Cyprus, and I started to think maybe I
should go back. I had looked at
some possibilities whilst I was in the
UK and even went as far as getting a
valuation on my bungalow here.
Then I started to think about things
and tried to weigh up all the pros and
cons. So I started looking back at my
life so far in North Cyprus.
There were so many good times and
nice people I have met. I remembered
in 2004 I met Ali Yaliman who is
now the Editor in Chief of this
newspaper. This was in the Café de
Paris and as we got talking I found he
was living in a property right behind
mine. This has turned in a circle
because although I bumped into Ali
now and again and he moved from
my area, I now have resumed contact
with him by contributing these
articles for the new Cyprus Observer.
I started Turkish lessons and met a
lovely lady who I became very
friendly with and through her I met a
lot more nice people. For a while I
helped her with some charity work for
KAR and this did a lot for my morale.
I started to think about how
everything was when I first came
here;
The main car park in Girne was just
an area of open ground with vehicles
parking haphazardly anywhere, and in
the winter it could become very
muddy. What a change when you
look at what we have now, a proper

car park with marked parking spaces,
lighting and a ticket system. I went
on an organised walk around Girne
some years ago and was told that there
were the remains of a Roman village
under this car park.
There were just the Lemar
supermarkets in Karakum and
Karaoğlanoğlu and Tempo (the small
one) in Girne and the larger one in
Karaoğlanoğlu plus the small corner
shop type markets. Now we have so
many supermarkets to choose from
and the range of foodstuffs has
increased dramatically over the
years. Being a vegetarian my main
problem initially was availability of
the sort of food I wanted to be able to
buy but before long there seemed to
be an ever increasing choice of
suitable foodstuffs and now there is
almost everything you could want.
Maybe there are one or two things you
suddenly have a craving for, one thing
I miss is Dolly Mixtures and last
Christmas I put on my pressie list
coming from the UK a Terry’s dark
chocolate orange, that was heaven
when I finally opened it. So there are
some bits and pieces that we still don’t
see here but it is not the end of the
world and in my case, I have to think
of the waistline!
The first year I was here I thought
Christmas would be a no-go with
nothing happening but was amazed at
how Girne was decorated with lights
and most of the shops were quite
Christmassy, this was a real surprise
but of course the Cypriot community
celebrate the New Year so that is the
time for them. A lot of restaurants put
on a traditional Christmas Day lunch
so we can enjoy Christmas Day after
all. Christmas 2004 was brilliant,
Christmas Day at a local restaurant
and New Year’s Eve at another
restaurant and then to Girne for the
fireworks. We stopped off at a
restaurant near the harbour and had a
fabulous time there, we never did get
to see the fireworks that year but in
subsequent years the effort has been
made to see them and what a
spectacular event that is.

I started getting in my car and just
driving around and looking at
everything with a new perspective and
I really liked what I saw so my mind
was slowly being made up. I was
thinking:Where in the UK can you sit in a
superb amphitheatre on a warm
evening and see a concert or
traditional Cypriot entertainment?
How often in the UK can you sit on
your terrace or outside at a restaurant
until late in the evening with no fear
of being cold? Do you ever need to
worry about a coat or an umbrella
when you go out in the summer
months?
I realised that there is a lot to be
thankful for in this small part of
Cyprus – the mountains, the sea, the
rural villages and the feeling of being
safe from the hazards of living in a
city or town in other parts of the
world. I decided I would probably be
just as lonely in the UK and would
have the awful weather to contend
with plus what sort of property would
I be able to buy? I decided to stay
and take my chances and took my
bungalow off the market.
After a while I started getting to know
and chatting to the man who had
moved in next door to me and we
gradually became friends and started
to go out together exploring and
visiting various places and this is
when I realised that I knew very little
about the island and was certainly
introduced to places I didn’t know
existed. He knew his way around the

island very well and this was good for
me as I discovered so much of the
heritage and culture which I had never
been aware of before.
There was Mavi Kőşk (The Blue
House); we went to places up in the
mountains with fantastic views; the
Karpaz which was a place I always
wanted to see and it took 6 years
before I did get there; then there was
Salamis and Famagusta and although
I had been there many years before,
with my friend’s interest in history I
saw these places from a different
angle.
I had discovered Green
Heights Park which was a place I
went to when I was feeling down as
the peace and tranquillity there always
put me right, at least this was one
place I could introduce to someone
else and many a happy day has been
spent there over the past couple of
years.
I decided to try my hand at giving
something back to the community and
for a short while I became Secretary
of a local Society, unfortunately this
did not work out for me and I decided
to admit defeat and resign, then this
was followed by giving some help to
various charities.

Continued on page 7
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continued..... My Life in North Cyprus
After a couple of years, my friend
Chris Elliott and I decided to live
together so he moved in with me and
we now have a very happy life and
share an interest in writing which we
are both now doing for Cyprus
Observer. Long may this continue,
together with our new venture with
CyprusScene.com

to, so what could be better than living
your life in the sun.
I know a lot of people become
dissatisfied with their life here, for
whatever reason, but I think my
decision to stay in North Cyprus was
the right one for me, this is my home
and this is where I will stay.

I hope I have not bored the readers
with this series about my life here but
it was nice for me to recall things and
share with others and maybe there are
people out there who can relate to
some of my experiences. My garden
is now well established and there are
the summer months to look forward

Rest in Peace Richard Chamberlain my dear friend
Dick then decided he wanted to do
something else, so managed to sell
his shares and looked around for the
next challenge. .

Readers mail….
From Bob Owen….
Hi Chris,
In reference to the sad news item
about my good friend Richard
Chamberlain, (last issue) of Cyprus
Scene e-newspaper, and having
known ‘Dick’ for over 50 years, I
would like to recount my years as
Dick’s friend.
Dick was originally in the printing
industry, and I was from a graphic
design background and we both found
ourselves working for a company
called Conways, near Marble Arch, in
the late 1960s on the night shift where
we created artistic headlines for
advertising companies. Dick as he

was known, was involved in the
photographic side of things; I was on
quality control. We also lived in the
same town in Essex and shared car
journeys.
On one of those journeys, I mentioned
I was getting married to Lynn, and
Dick mentioned he did wedding
photography as a side-line. So, in
June 1970, Dick was our official
wedding photographer and has used
some of the prints in his exhibitions. I
soon learnt that Dick was a bit of an
entrepreneur.
He left Conways and launched a rival
outfit in Clerkenwell, call Focus,
which became a very successful
business, I joined him managing the
quality control again in about 1973.

I guess the pay-out from Focus sale
was burning a hole, as he ended up
buying a plot of land in Brentwood,
Essex which came complete with
some portable buildings including a
garage. Dick decided he wanted to
invest in some vintage cars, so he
sourced a vintage Rolls Royce in
Exchange & Mart, when he went to
collect the Rolls, the seller asked him
if he wanted to fulfil some wedding
bookings and so the next venture was
born.
Not long after that the prefabricated
building became Brentwood’s first
Gym, ‘Pumping Iron’, named after
Arnie’s film of the same name. I used
to go to the gym and remember
seeing the attached garage full of
vintage wedding cars. I believe he
sold the plot a few years later for a
nice profit to Laura Ashley, and the
cars also, always the entrepreneur!

separate ways so to speak. Lynn and I
bought a property in Esentepe in 2006,
in which we had some wonderful
holidays over the next 15 years. On
holiday in 2014, I saw an advert for a
photographic exhibition by a ‘Richard
Chamberlain’, Lynn and I looked at one
another and said, ‘it can’t be’. So, two
days later we ended up at the Round
Tower,
there was no Richard
Chamberlain present. Just as we were
leaving a grey-haired gentleman passed
us on the staircase. I called out ‘Dick
Chamberlain’ and he instantly spun
round, looked at me and said, ‘who are
you’? Once the penny had dropped it
was hugs and celebrations all round.
We’ve kept in close contact ever since,
it was a privilege to be on the top table
at Dick’s wedding to his wife Weng,
who has unfailingly looked after him
during his episodes of ill health.
He really was a larger-than-life
character; the signed copy we have of
his original book takes on more
poignancy now and I am very sad to
have lost a lifetime friend.
Bob Owen

Now we fast forward 37 years or so.
In 1977 Dick and I had gone our
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20th International North Cyprus Music Festival 2022 opened

The opening of the 20th
International North Cyprus
Music Festival 2022 with Fazil
Say and Serenad Bağçan was in
Salamis
Amphitheatre
on
September 13, 2022.

The two artists are a wonderful
team, they understand each other
and work together very well. The
audience expressed their love for
them, you could feel the
connection in the air and in the
rows next to me and all around.

By Heidi Trautmann…..
We have to thank Halil Kalgay
for his enormous effort to
organise this concert in the
antique
theatre
with
the
internationally renowned artists
Fazil Say and Serenad Bağçan.
The amphitheatre was packed to
the last seat. We were glad to
have come early at 19.30 and until
the planned start of the concert at
21.00 hrs, people still streamed
into the theatre, hard to name the
number but I guess about 3000
people?
I had the pleasure to see both of
them on stage in 2015 in the
Girne Amphitheatre and since that
time I have been following their
road together or Fazil Say on his
concert tours around the globe.
There is much interesting
information given on the internet.
Here is one link I would like to
give the reader to listen to, it is
Fazil Say’s famous composition
Kara Toprak/Black Earth which
he also played for us in this
concert on the link below.

Fazil Say is a magician, I felt the
enchantment on myself, and not
for the first time, he is telling a
story with his music, and when
you see him plucking the notes
from the keys and throwing them
at us in the audience….. you will
understand, yes, while he plays,
he is music…
At the end, he gave us some jazz
and he did jazzzz and told us that
he will be with us again in
October in Bellapais… with a
very special programme.

Fazil Say

https://youtu.be/MFSm5_4afro

Serenad Bağçan
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Art Exhibition AZ ÇOK / MORE OR LESS
‘Umit Inatci Art Centre’ at
Ismet Güney Art Centre 15 – 23
Sep 2022
By Heidi Trautmann…
The understanding of art has
certainly
undergone
a
considerable change of direction
during some time and who is
better to explain it than the artist
Ümit Inatçı himself in the
introduction to his Art Centre’s
newly published art magazine
ARS AXIS volume 2, which we
had the chance to buy at the
opening of the exhibition AZ
ÇOK / MORE OR LESS.
The artworks of five artists, Carlo
Carnevali, Sümer Erek, Ismet
Değirmenci, Ümit Inatçı, Demetra
Kokkinou, Emre Zeytinoğlu seem

a bit lost in the wide exhibition
hall and you had to get very close
which was probably intended, to
draw the viewer closer to read and
understand the thoughts that were
brought onto paper and canvas. A
symbolic language, but do we not
live surrounded by symbols?
Art must not be big and shiny to
be convincing, a stone found
under one’s feet may give food
for deep thoughts, and may
become a reminder of a historic
moment. Watching things, people,
and events pass by and giving
them an image. Experimental
work in different techniques.
To see more of Ümit Inatcı Art
Centre on Facewbook go to the
link below.

https://www.facebook.com/ArtCenterUI/
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A talented young boy was handcuffed by police, just for nothing

By Ahmet Abdulaziz….
I was just going through some old
news, when a news item caught
my attention. Seven years ago a
young boy in America was
interrogated by police, after he
had ventured into reassembling
the parts of a digital clock in a
box and had brought it to school
to show to his teachers. However,
the teachers mistakenly thought it
as a bomb and young Ahmed
Muhammad, who was 14 years
old then, was arrested, handcuffed
and interrogated by police.
That was a nightmare for the
young boy, who did have a
special interest in technical things.
He in fact was an electronic
enthusiast, who always liked to
make different electronic items.
He was known as “Inventor Kid”
in his school in Irving Texas. He
was known to sort out the
problems in electronic devices of
his colleagues and friends. A kind
and keen young lad did have the
worst experience of his life on
that particular day.
On that day, young Ahmed had
brought that small box, of the size
of a pencil case, with wires
attached to different pieces. He
said that he had re-assembled the
parts of a digital clock, and he had
brought it to school to show his
teachers about what he did at
home over the weekend. He had
had
brought
his
previous
inventions to his school and they

were liked and admired by his
colleagues and teachers.
But 14th September 2015 was not
a lucky day for the 14 years old
lad. First he showed his box with
wires and pieces of digital clock
to his colleagues and a teacher.
He showed his “clock” first to his
engineering teacher, who liked it,
but told him to keep the device
inside his bag. Later on he
showed the device to his English
teacher too. But the English
teacher thought that it resembled a
bomb. The English teacher
confiscated the “clock”, and
reported him to the principal.
Things started going from bad to
worse, from that moment, as the
principal reported the matter to
the police.
He was taken out of his class by
police and taken to another room
for interrogation. Unfortunately
during those days, the whole
America and Europe were
tackling terrorism phobia. Police

interrogated the young boy for
about an hour and a half, about his
intentions for making that clock.
The boy was not allowed to contact
his family and later on he was
taken out of the school, handcuffed,
to a juvenile detention centre,
where his finger prints and photos
were taken and he was later
released.
The news spread with great speed,
and the general opinion developed
everywhere, about how the case
was handled by the local police and
the school administration. The
prevailing “islamophobia” mood in
those days, took the issue to
different
dimensions.
People
argued
that
young
Ahmed
Muhammad had suffered and been
dealt with like that, just because he
was a Muslim.
The story ended, when the parents
of the young boy decided to leave
America for good, since they had
thought that their lives would be in
danger. In the meantime the young
boy also won a scholarship from a
foundation in Qatar and the family
left for Qatar later on.
After reading this old news item, I
started thinking, about the feelings
of that young boy, who had worked
to invent something, and just
wanted to show his achievement to

his teacher, just to hear “well
done” and a pat on the back from
them. How shocked he would have
been when he found himself at the
receiving end, just because the
teachers were under the strong
influence of islamophobia. Later
on the parents of the boy
mentioned that the incident had put
their
son
under
much
psychological stress.
True
that
young
Ahmed
Muhammad would indeed never
forget that nightmare, when he was
interrogated
by
the
police,
considering him as a possible
terrorist. The shock to that young
boy of that age, and the experience
he had been through, when police
handcuffed him and did not allow
him to contact his parents. That
was indeed terrible.
But looking on the other positive
side of the story, the incident, gave
the Americans a chance to shake
up and come out the influence of
considering every second Muslim a
possible terrorist.
I personally feel that this particular
incident had helped to bring a
positive change in the overall
public opinion of American public,
regarding terrorism.
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Certificates issued to participants of the Turkish sign-language course
and said that the foundation continued
its efforts to ensure correct and
unhindered communication in the sign
language. On behalf of the KIKEV
Board of Trustees, she thanked Girne
Municipality and Özyalçın Group of
Companies for contributing to the
realisation of the course and their
social awareness. She also thanked the
course instructor, Aslı Önay Akçay as
well as the trainees who had attended
the course and were supporting
unimpeded communication.
Girne Municipality in cooperation
with the Özyalçın Group of
Companies and contributions from
the Cyprus Foundation for the
Hearing and Speech Impaired
(KIKEV), arranged a basic level
Turkish
sign-language
course
between 19th July and 23rd August
2022. The course was held at the
Girne Municipality Social Life
Centre with the slogan “Let love be
our language and our fingers be your
voice”. Attendees who completed the
30 hours-long course were issued
with certificates.Girne Municipality
in cooperation with the Özyalçın
Group
of
Companies
and
contributions from the Cyprus
Foundation for the Hearing and
Speech Impaired (KIKEV), arranged
a basic level Turkish sign-language
course between 19th July and 23rd
August 2022. The course was held at
the Girne Municipality Social Life
Centre with the slogan “Let love be
our language and our fingers be your
voice”. Attendees who completed the
30 hours-long course were issued
with certificates.
Girne Mayor Nidai Güngördü,
presented Özyalçın Group of
Company Directors Yağmur and
Yaprak Özyalçın, KIKEV Board of
Trustees Chairperson Bahire Doğru
and Turkish sign-language instructor
and translator Dr. Aslı Önay Akçay
each, with plaques of appreciation.
Güngördü: “It was an exemplary
project”Güngördü: “It was an
exemplary project”
The Mayor stressed the importance

of an all inclusive policy towards
citizens without discrimination and said
they were working towards that goal.
He had been very excited about this
project and considered it an important
asset to serve and communicate with
individuals
who
had
hearing
difficulties, under equal conditions.
Güngördü said a very worthwhile
project had been completed by the
participants of the course, the managers
of the Özyalçın Group of Companies as
sponsors, the managers of KIKEV and
the trainer Aslı Önay Akçay. He
emphasised that as sponsors of such a
meaningful project the Özyalçın Group
of Companies had set an example to all
business people.
He said: “We are very happy to have
such responsive business people in the
city. I hope more business people will
come forward to support such socially
responsible projects. The Özyalçın
family have wholeheartedly responded
to a very important issue not only in
our Municipality but also generally in
Cyprus”.
Finishing, he expressed his thanks to
everyone who had contributed to
running the course, the trainees and the
employees at the Municipality Social
Life centre.
Doğru: “We are aiming at
impediment free communication”
KIKEV Board of Trustees Chairperson
Bahire Doğru pointed out that KIKEV
had implemented social and communal
projects since the day it was established

She said: “Girne Municipality has
been doing some good work for an
unimpeded city and has proven it in
the
best
possible
way
by
wholeheartedly cooperating to hold
the Turkish Sign Language Course
here. Our aim is to contribute for the
creation of impediment-free cities and
country. In this context, I say there is
no obstacle that can’t be overcome if
there is support”.
The Özyalçıns: “Investment in
people is the most important
investment”.
Özyalçın Group Directors Yaprak and
Yağmur Özyalçın also expressed their
satisfaction in bringing the project to
life together with the other institutions.
They were happy to ease the lives of
hearing-impaired individuals and
enable them to express themselves in
better and independent ways. They felt
elated that families of hearing
impaired individuals and other
responsive persons who had attended
the course were leading the way and
aiding the many disadvantaged. They
would continue to contribute to
pioneering work in the field of social
responsibility and raise awareness in
society for an impediment free city.
They stressed that they were an
institution that believed in the
importance of continuous education
and development.
The Directors also mentioned the
positive contribution of the courses to
society and employees held at the
Girne Municipality Social Life Centre.
They said: “We know that the most

important
investment
is
the
investment in people and we continue
to work in that direction. Together
with our partners we will advance
along our social responsibility
projects. We hope to set an example
to other institutions and organisations
and that efforts in this direction will
multiply”.
Source
(Turkish):
Muniocipality
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Susie’s Quiz results for 15th September at the Diiva Restaurant

Readers mail ….
From Susie L Ford …..
Quiz mistress ….
Hello Readers,
Yet again we had a packed house for
Susie’s Quiz at the Diiva Restaurant,
Esentepe on 15th September 2022
where we had lovely food in a
fantastic atmosphere and with lots of
new faces.
The rounds consisted of, Easy 5,
Multiple Choice, The Letter Round
which this week was fruit n veg, A
Table Top, Danger Zone, Music
Round, Bump and Nominate!!! Well
done to my Martin for beating
everybody with the music link this
week!!! It was MOTOWN !!
The results were:
1st
2nd
3rd

Tyke That
Fork Handles
Heres Johnny

4th
Geoff
5th
Socialites
6th
The Fab Four
7th
North and South
8th
Odd Man Out
9th
Anglo Swedes
10th
Marie Supremes
And the Famous losing lemon went
to The Altmans.

2nd The Fork Handles

Thank you to Ali Raza and his team
for the wonderful food and your
great service and not forgetting
Clarisse as always for your continued
help.
Finally a big thank you to all you
quizzers who joined us at the BEST
quiz on the island and we have a quiz
at Diiva every Thursday starting at 7
30pm so please book your table with
Ali or me to avoid disappointment as
our quizzes are very very busy.

3rd Heres Johnny

See You All Next Week
Susie Q Xxxx.

4th Geoff
To see more pictures head over to CyprusScene.com
The Altmans with their Lemon
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A delightful fun afternoon at Hatis Cafe, Esentepe
By Chris Elliott….
In the past weeks and months I have
not been able to spend time away from
home meeting people, relaxing and just
enjoying life so it was a big surprise
when I had a message from my friend
for Diane Loftus suggesting I might
like to go to Hati’s Cafe, Esentepe on
Wednesday 14th September 2022.
Now I have been to Hati’s Cafe many
times in the past so it was nice to go
back and see Hati Gürbüz and also
Diane but I was in for a big surprise as
when I arrived there were so many
faces I recognised but did not know the
people.
This was a nice social gathering of
friends to celebrate the Wedding
Anniversary of their friends Mandy
and Phil and I soon discovered that
these lovely friendly people were the

same people who I had been
publishing their pictures in Susie L
Fords weekly Quiz and Karaoke
newsletters.
There was a nice spread of food
which Hati had prepared and
everyone was enjoying it plus the
brilliant singing for Diane’s husband,
Graham and his friends and sadly I
had to leave and gather the
celebrations and enjoyment continued
well into the evening.
Since the recent loss of my partner
Margaret Sheard this was the first
opportunity of an open door to a new
life which I stepped through and
know that I must now move on and
meet new people and start enjoying
life again.
Thank you to Diane Loftus for some
of the great pictures I have shown.

Guess who?

It'sme enjoying some me time!
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19th September to 25th September 2022

Emergency Telephone Numbers

8-day Weather Forecast

mobile numbers are prefixed 0533 or 0542 or 0548
landline numbers are prefixed 0392
POLICE
Emergencies
General
Girne
Lefkosa
Gazi Mağusa
Guzelyurt
Lapta

155
228 3411
815 2125
228 3311
366 5310
714 2140
821 8512

FIRE
Emergencies
Forest Fire
Girne
Lefkosa
Gazi Mağusa
Guzelyurt

199
177
815 2111
227 1259
366 5389
714 2200

AMBULANCE
Emergencies

112

HOSPITAL
Girne
Lefkoşa
Gazi Mağusa
Güzelyurt

20th September to 27th September 2022

8152266/815 2254
228 5441;
3662876/3665328
714 2125

ELECTRICITY
Electrical faults
Lefkoşa
Girne
Gazi Mağusa
Güzelyurt

188
225 3436
815 2223
366 5514
714 2122

WATER
Water problems:
Lefkoşa
Girne
Gazi Mağusa
Güzelyurt

228 3315
815 2118
366 4483
714 3516
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Football Fixtures For Sept 22,23,24,25,26 and Oct 1,2,3
By Richard Beale….
FOOTBALL IS BACK !!!! The local TRNC football leagues start this Thursday 22nd September andthere are various matches for the
AKSA Super League and AKSA League 1 over the weekend.
As usual we have published fixtures for this weekend and the following weekend. The matches selected are what I consider to be in ex – pat
locations and those marked **** are the “Pick of the bunch”. SUPPORT LOCAL FOOTBALL.
MATCHES KICK OFF 4-30pm UNLESS STATED SL = Super League, L1 = League 1
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Exciting Final Friendly Football Match Ends All Square
Result: ESENTEPE KKSK 2 ÇETİNKAYA TSK 2.
By Richard Beale….
Esentepe 10th and final pre season
friendly match ended in a very
commendable draw against Super
League team Çetinkaya
Saturday
September
17th:
Friendly Match: Esentepe Erdal
Barut Stadium.
Weather: Sunny and warm.
Esentepe gruelling pre season
preparations finally came to an end
in a very entertaining match, where
the home team were unlucky not to
take a win, hitting the bar, with the
rebound being brilliantly saved by
the Çetinkaya goalkeeper with the
final kick of the match.
I feared for Esentepe in the opening
period of the match as Çetinkaya
totally dominated the match, pegging
them in their own half as the visitors
had total control. Esentepe were left
chasing shadows, they could not
retain the ball for any length of time
it was like Manchester City playing a
Sunday League Pub team!
In the first 5 minutes they had two
good chances, one a shot went just
wide of the post and another forced
the Esentepe goalkeeper Tuğrul to
make a good save at his left hand
post.
Despite having all the possession and
territory Çetinkaya were caught
napping by a quick Esentepe
breakaway in the 8th minute with
Deniz being put through but
disappointedly he shot straight at the
goalkeeper.
Not surprisingly Çetinkaya took the
lead, when a wayward pass from

Esentepe’s Şenol was capitalised on
the ball being swept out to the left
where a cross was coolly put away first
time by CEMAL KURT in the 11th
minute.
Esentepe Deniz Kıbar, who was
looking sharp and dangerous when he
was on the ball had another chance in
the 41st minute following a delightful
flick by Kaan sending him into the
clear, as the Çetinkaya keeper came out
Deniz lobbed him only to see his effort
just go past the left hand post.
With all their dominance and
possession Çetinkaya created little and
Esentepe were still in the match.
HALF TIME SCORE; 0-1.
Esentepe started the second half well,
they nearly equalised in the 50th
minute, a good ball from Kaan found
Salih on the right, his low cross was
just in front of the inrushing Deniz,
Dursun on the far post couldn’t get a
good angle and shot wide.
Esentepe did equalised in the 53rd
minute and what a goal it was, another
low cross from the right from Salih
was superbly side footed home on the
edge of the box by EMRE MUTLU.
1-1
Çetinkaya were clearly rattled unable
to repeat their slick passing of the first
half and it was Esentepe who scored
again in the 55th minute. Deniz was
brought down by the Çetinkaya
goalkeeper and EMEK KIRILMAZ
scored from the resultant penalty. 2-1.
Çetinkaya introduced veteran striker
Özgür Ongun, who in the past for
various teams has terrorised the
Esentepe defence – he always scores
against us!

MANE penalty equalises for Çetinkaya
This occasion he did not score but was
involved in Çentinkaya equaliser in the
79th minute. Mane, Çetinkaya
Senegalese striker started the move
playing a one – two with Özgür in the
box, the ball rebounding onto the arm
of Esentepe defender Mustafa, MANE
successfully took the penalty. 2.2.

60), Dursun.

Çetinkaya had two more chances in the
final 5 minutes, following a corner a
shot went narrowly wide, then
following a defensive mistake Özgür
looked certain to score until Tuğrul
reacted quickly to block the strikers
shot.

ESENTEPE
HALK EVİ

Then with the final kick of the match
following an Esentepe corner Okan
headed against the bar and the rebound
shot from Mahmut was brilliantly
saved by the Çetinkaya keeper.
FULL TIME SCORE: 2.2
All in all a thoroughly entertaining
match, friendlies have now finished, so
now bring on the real McCoy next
week.
ESENTEPE TEAM: Tuğrul (gk) :
Mustafa, Nersin (Ahmet 80), Şenol
(Okan 60), Emek : Salih, (Ilyas 80),
Mahmut Izoğlu, Mahmut Şen (Emre
30) : KAAN (Şahin 78) : Deniz (Eser

LEAGUE FOOTBALL STARTS.
FRİDAY
SEPTEMBER
23
—— kick off 4-00pm ——-AKSA
League 1 —Esentepe Erdal Barut
Stadium.
KKSK

v

GİRNE

