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ST ANDREW’S
SERVICE TIMES FOR
JANUARY
In the light of the recent rise in local Covid cases and the uncertainty caused by the
weekly re-evaluation of the Covid restrictions by the TRNC government, the wardens
have decided that there will be no services at St Andrews for the next three weeks.
The next planned service will be the 10am Communion service, led by Rev’d Andrew,
on Sunday 31st January 2021. During this service two babies will be welcomed into the
family of the church. A further announcement will be made in the week preceding the
service if prevailing Covid restrictions do not allow services that weekend.
Given the current and constantly changing situation, Thursday Morning Praise will
revert once more to the E-Service version only until the beginning of Lent. The first
live service is expected to be 10am Thursday 18th February 2021.
For any further information or updates as the situation changes please contact
the Church Wardens.
Here is a link to an on-line Sunday service from St Helena’s Church,
Larnaca, Cyprus. https://sainthelenaschurch.com/online-services/ Should
S Cyprus return to lockdown as expected, St Paul’s Cathedral church will
once more be providing a zoom service, details on: https://stpaulsnicosia.com/

our lives that will help us to change and
improve our own lives or the lives of those

Thoughts on Epiphany
Each New Year I expect that many of us
breathe a sigh of relief to be clear of the year
that has just passed. I am sure that most of us
may feel like that this year! We want to start
the New Year afresh and look forward. We
make resolutions to try and alter aspects of

around us. We are keen and enthusiastic, yet
somehow, we set ourselves up to fail. Often,
we give up our resolve, weighed down by the
pressures of life and the ‘newness’ of the
New Year fades away. At this time of year in
the church, we are still in the Christmas
season. We are still dwelling in the ‘newness’
that came to us in the form of a baby that first
Christmas. A baby born at a time when life
was difficult and hard, and circumstances
were less than ideal. A baby born at a time
when people needed to hear a message of
love and hope for the future. A baby who
grew up to change and transform people’s
lives and the world with the message, “I am
making all things new”.

During this Christmas season we are
reminded of who Jesus is and what He came
to us to do. We remember the gifts the wise
men brought to the stable to show that Jesus
is King, God and the ultimate Sacrifice. We
remember Jesus’ baptism where God
identifies Him as His son, and we remember
the calling of the first disciples. In other
words, His own new beginnings, His new
work and ministry and His new place in the
lives of the disciples then, and indeed His
new place with us if we respond to His call.
Whatever we promise to do this New Year,
whatever we end up starting and then giving
up, let us resolve to dwell in the ‘newness’ of
that baby. The ‘newness’ of Jesus amongst us
because what Jesus offers us is not based on
our own success or failure, but unconditional
love freely given.
It might have been just someone else’s
story,
Some chosen people get a special king.
We leave them to their own peculiar glory,
We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing.
But when these three arrive they bring us
with them,
Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be
ours;
A steady step that finds an inner rhythm,
A pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars.
They did not know his name but still they
sought him,
They came from otherwhere but still they
found;
In temples they found those who sold and
bought him,
But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground.
Their courage gives our questing hearts a
voice
To seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice.
by Malcolm Guite
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The Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the
revelation of the Messiah to the Gentile
world as represented by three mysterious
wise men from the East. Who were they
and how did they come to know that
following a strange star would lead them to
the Christ child and a king that is for them
too? We don’t know. But Malcolm Guite’s
poem invites us to share in their journey as
those who are far from home, far from the
familiar, making an arduous journey in
search of something completely alien to
everything they know
We are being invited to share in the
perspective of the outsider, the person who
in many ways is so different from the “in
group” that you wouldn’t expect them to be
interested in Jesus at all, let alone risk it all
to know him. Yet the Spirit of God draws
them all the same and they end up
kneeling before the Christ child. In fact,
what we see in the gospels is that it is the
outsiders that are the most open to seeing
and receiving Jesus for who he is, and not
those most familiar and comfortable with
the Scriptures and religious traditions of the
day.
Because we live in a world so eager to
label people and groups as “us” and
“them”, so suspicious and hostile towards
those who are different from us, it’s
important for us to remember that Jesus is
the Messiah of all. We must maintain the
mindset of pilgrims who are humble and
always ready to learn more about our
neighbours and to welcome those who are

very different from us. We must welcome
them with the same warmth and grace that
Christ welcomed us and the Holy Family
welcomed those first three very mysterious,
very different, visitors from far away.
Rev’d Winston T. Smith

the first step
that propels you
from the place
you have known
toward the place
you know not.

Malcolm Guite is an English poet, singersongwriter, Anglican priest, and academic.

Call it
one of the mercies
of the road:
that we see it
only by stages
as it opens
before us,
as it comes into
our keeping,
step by
single step.

Let us Pray

There is nothing
for it
but to go,
and by our going
take the vows
the pilgrim takes:
to be faithful to
the next step;
to rely on more
than the map;
to heed the signposts
of intuition and dream;
to follow the star
that only you
will recognise;

For Those Who Have Far to Travel
- A Blessing for Epiphany
If you could see
the journey whole,
you might never
undertake it,
might never dare
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to keep an open eye
for the wonders that
attend the path;
to press on
beyond distractions,
beyond fatigue,
beyond what would
tempt you
from the way.
There are vows
that only you
will know:
the secret promises

for your particular path
and the new ones
you will need to make
when the road
is revealed
by turns
you could not
have foreseen.
Keep them, break them,
make them again;
each promise becomes
part of the path,
each choice creates
the road
that will take you
to the place
where at last
you will kneel
to offer the gift
most needed—
the gift that only you
can give—
before turning to go
home by
another way.
© Jan Richardson
from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for
the Seasons

A Letter from Pat
Etherington to the
Friends of St
Andrew’s

Fri 8th January

Hello Everybody.
Well things here now seem to be changing as
quickly as in the UK. After thinking we are
going to be having a 10am Communion service
each Sunday in January, we are now back to the
fact that our next service will not be until the
31st January, during which hopefully, we will
be able to welcome two babies into our church
family. The Rev’d Andrew Tatham is here
visiting his daughter and returns to the UK
shortly after the end of January and had very
kindly offered to conduct our services whilst
here on the island. The Thursday Morning
Praise service continues until the start of Lent
as an E service.
The number of Covid cases has suddenly
increased and like in the UK, the government is
having to make decisions at very short notice,
which is what creates much of the uncertainty.
The weather has been very kind to us as we've
been able to sit out and enjoy lunch in the
sunshine even if we do need a good sweater on.
I've been self-isolating since last weekend so
being able to get outside makes life so much
easier (the roses have been well pruned). The
mange tout seeds will go in tomorrow, with
luck.
From what I have heard from other people the
majority seem to be taking more care about
mixing and going where there are crowds and
more people are wearing masks which can only
be a good thing. I shall be going for a CPR test
on Saturday and will get the result 16 hrs later
or else when I collect it. So, fingers crossed and
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I certainly won't be late going to collect the
result.
According to the weather forecast it should
remain dry and sunny for a few more days so it
will help everyone.
I think that is about all my news at the moment
Keep safe.
Pat E.

The Work of Christmas
~ Howard Thurman from The Mood of
Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.”

Please remember to inform the
Wardens if you know of
someone who is unwell or in
hospital. We often hear people
say, ‘I thought you knew’. It is
better that we hear several
times than not at all.
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Baking is a blessing and so is giving!
This week the centre has been filled with joy
and the fragrant aroma of freshly baked
cookies as the Iraqi Christian refugees put
love into action.
Mosaic Middle East bringing hope, help
and healing

News from
Mosaic Middle East (FRRME)

A group of refugees at the centre have
launched an outreach programme to give
small gifts to those in need; even though they
themselves are in great need. Young and old,
the refugees are spreading love and Christian
compassion in these tough times.

Would you believe it?
2020 was a year of blessing!

The Olive Tree is bearing fruit
Helena Scott, our Jordan Country Director
tells us about the Olive Tree Centre in
Madaba, Jordan. The centre is run by a team
of Iraqi refugees and local volunteers.
Discover just some of the many ways Mosaic
Middle East has been enriching the lives of
Iraqi Christian refugees through the Olive Tree
Centre in 2020…………………………………
Despite the challenges of the pandemic we
have continued to deliver vital relief to nearly
8,000 Iraqi Christian refugees in Jordan every
month this year. The Olive Tree has been a
hub for the work in Madaba. Elsewhere, our
church partnerships in Amman and Fuheis
have grown stronger in 2020 with even more
families supported than in 2019……………….
Classes and trauma therapy sessions for both
adults and children have continued for most of
the year at the Olive Tree centre, although
rather different than before...

Using the newly equipped kitchen at the Olive
Tree Centre, the refugees are baking Kleicha
- traditional Iraqi Christmas cookies - and
distributing them to those in need. Through
this they are blessing their fellow Iraqis, poor
Jordanians, Muslims and Syrian refugees,
including the sick and the elderly in the
community.
An empowering centre of community, the
Olive Tree Centre gives Iraqi refugees a place
to belong where they can celebrate their
culture and traditions. This Christmas, the
centre is not only serving as a place for
practicing traditions from home but is enabling
the refugees to share their culture and
traditions with others, including you!
Throughout their young lives Riveen, Feda
and Karmeen experienced so much trauma
and heartache, but they are true survivors and
wise beyond their years. All three fled their
homes and are living as refugees in Jordan.
Life is hard. They are separated from family;
some
remained
in
Iraq,
others
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Mosaic Middle East is working through our
Olive Tree Centre and partner churches to
provide and distribute emergency hygiene
packs and food to Iraqi refugees and poor
Jordanians.

emigrated; but at least they are safe. Now they
face another threat – Coronavirus.
Feda and Karmeen’s grandmother recently
contracted the virus in hospital in Qaraqosh,
Iraq. Sadly, she passed away alone as her
family are scattered around the world.
Separation adds more pain to their grief,
because they can’t return to attend funerals
and grieve together. “Our mother is suffering
so much pain, because she couldn’t attend the
funeral.” said Karmeen. “We feel so helpless”
said Feda, “but we know that our grandmother
is with God..” …………………………………..
“The situation in Iraq is truly terrible,” said
Riveen, “the hospitals have run out of oxygen;
people are catching the virus in hospital;
hospitals are overflowing, dirty and expensive.
The doctors are unable to cope.”

Fears and Hopes
Riveen volunteers at our Olive Tree Centre in
Jordan. She encourages and inspires many
refugees through her positive demeanour.
However, recent events have taken a toll.
Living with her husband Saemon in Madaba,
the pain of separation from family is part of
everyday life. Pain turned to grief when
Saemon’s mother succumbed to the virus in
Iraq, leaving her husband of 65 years
completely alone. “We worry for my father,”
said Saemon, “We worry we can’t be there
with him; we worry for his future.”…………
The refugees in Jordan are fearful. They live
in cramped conditions; many people to one
room. If one person gets sick, it could wipe out
entire families. Access to healthcare for Iraqi
refugees is meagre to say the least. In the
face of this pandemic, the people we support
will be the last to get help.……………………..
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Despite all they have suffered these young
women only want the best for their fellow
Iraqis, of all faiths. Riveen says, “Our hope
this Christmas is that Iraq could be safe, secure
and provide good opportunities for all who live
there - Christians, Muslims, Yazidis, everyone Iraqis deserve that.”……………………………………….
They told us “Nothing can take away our
hope and our faith”. They are truly inspiring.
So we THANK YOU for a year of blessing.
Please pray for our work in the north of Iraq
as we seek to put Christian compassion
into practice during the pandemic.

Diocesan News

Archbishop Michael
is pleased to announce
that the Reverend
Peter Crooks has
taken up the role of
Interim Parish Priest
of the Church of the
Epiphany in Doha,
Qatar, joined by his
wife, Nancy. Peter
previously served for
a number of years at
Christ Church Aden in 2004 and again in 200508 when he was also chaplain to Mission to
Seafarers and Director of the Ras Morbat
Clinic, and finally from 2011-13. Earlier
appointments have been in Beirut, in Jerusalem
where he served as Dean, and in England and
Wales.

After over 20 years of service, Savvas
Demetriou has retired from work at the
diocesan office. Led by Archbishop Michael,
staff gathered on 23 December to bid farewell
to our ever-faithful driver, car mechanic,
messenger, office help and so much more. We
wish Savvas and his wife Androulla a very
happy retirement.

St George’s Baghdad welcomed regulars and
visitors at a Christmastide eucharist on 27
December. Diplomats from the British
embassy led by Mr James Downer, Deputy
Head of Mission, joined local communicants.
Several tribal leaders were also present, and one
of the sheikhs delivered a speech praising the
role of Christians in Iraq’s past and the need for
their continued presence now.
The state-affiliated television channel Al
Iraqiya, which afterwards interviewed Canon
Faiz Jerjes, the parish priest, along with Dawlat
Abouna, churchwarden, and Sa’ad Hazzim,
musician, recorded the service for transmission.

A YEAR TO FORGET !?

If you have been filling your spare time
during lockdown with writing your memoirs,
you might have found that when you were
nearly at the end, and started to record this
last year of 2020, suddenly there is a serious
lack of material to include. Obviously you
could include something about Covid-19, but
that does not make for very fascinating
reading. So, here’s a few suggestions for
alternative things you might just have
overlooked ...
January – 2020 is given two designations:
‘International Year of Plant Health’and ‘The
Year of the Nurse and Midwife’.
February – Luxembourg became the first
country in the world where all public
transport became free to use. Meanwhile in
the UK commuters were complaining about
increasing fares and frequently bad service,
especially on Southern Railways.
March – the International Olympic
Committee decide to suspend the year’s
games for 12 months. Meanwhile most UK
residents are assuming that the virus will be
over by the summer and we can all still take
our holidays.

Wishing you God’s blessing in these uncertain
times.
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April – the price of crude oil, which has been
falling for the last few weeks, briefly

becomes a negative amount, with companies
being paid to take it away. Unfortunately,
petrol pump prices in the UK do not match
the price of crude, although we do have the
lowest prices for some years.
May – a group of scientists discover a
parasitic microbe that can block malaria in
mosquitos, potentially giving a way to
develop a way of stopping this disease that
affects a significant part of the world. It is to
be hoped that as much effort is put into
developing this as is put into C-19 vaccines.
June – SpaceX starts deploying Starlink
satellites in low orbit around the world, which
will improve international communications
and be available for scientific purposes. By
the end of the year 955 satellites have been
launched, but several thousand are due to be
launched in the near future. They can
sometimes be seen travelling in lines across
the sky on a clear night.

could write a whole chapter about in your
memoirs!
December – After many years of debate,
Nepal and China finally agree on the height
of Mount Everest. It is officially 8,848.86
metres. And if you don’t believe me, you are
welcome to go and check it.
And just to throw in a curve ball, you could
decide not to call this last year 2020 at all!
You could adopt the Hebrew calendar and
call it 5781, the Chinese calendar which will
give you 4718, the Islamic calendar which
has only got to 1442, or to be even younger,
the French revolutionary calendar has only
reached the year 227!

Friends and people of
St Andrew’s Church Kyrenia

July – Russian voters (allegedly) vote for
Vladimir Putin to be able to extend his
presidency by a further 12 years. Surprisingly
Donald Trump does not decide to take similar
action!
August – The African continent is declared to
be free of the Polio, 40 years after the last
disease, Smallpox, was eradicated.
September – a good year for old bones, as a
cave bear over 30,000 years old is discovered
in Siberia, and 200 mammoths are discovered
in Mexico.
11 October – NASA manages to land a space
craft on a passing asteroid, collect some rock
samples, and then take off again.
Unfortunately it will not arrive back on earth
until 2023.
November – the Presidential Elections take
place in the USA and become the source of
great controversy. Now that’s something you
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GIVING

These are difficult days for so many. We
pray for all those who are serving
communities in the many countries around
the world where the Corona Virus is
striking people down and for family and
friends of people undergoing treatment.
We especially remember front-line
workers who have put themselves in
danger and all those who have died, may
they Rest in Peace.
Many Friends, regular visitors and tourists
will have missed joining in fellowship at
St Andrew’s Church. The days ahead are
unknown but we pray they will bring

freedom and the possibility of travel to
and from the island. The deepest wish of
us all is that the day will soon be here
when we can come together to worship
our Lord with freedom in our beautiful
church once again.
Of course, the closure of Church and the
absence of visitors has left St Andrew’s
without the normal generous
spring/summer collections. If you wish to
make a donation from wherever you are to
support the work of the Church, full
details are available on the website giving
page. Details of how to make payments to
the Church UK Charity Bank account by
Cheque or bank transfer are listed below.
Regular monthly Standing Order
donations enable budgeting of church
finances. Donations can be gift aided.
Contact the gift aid officer at
giftaid@standrewskyrenia.org
Bank Details:
Bank – Unity Trust Bank, 4 Brindley
Place, Birmingham B1 2HB
Account No. 20372187
Sort Code: 60-83-01
Account Name – St Andrew’s Church
Kyrenia UK Charity
BIC: CPBKGB22
IBAN: GB15UYTB60830120372187

We have recently introduced a new simple
method of making small SMS donations to
St Andrew’s for UK mobile phone users,
similar to that used for appeals on TV in
UK.

Text KYRENIA to 70085 to donate £10
If you have a UK mobile phone both in the
UK or anywhere in the world that you are able
to roam, including when you are in North
12

Cyprus, simply text KYRENIA to 70085 to
donate £10. Repeat donations are possible to a
maximum of £30/day. SMS donations can

also be Gift Aided.
Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message.
The charge will appear on your telephone bill.

You may ask what we do with your
financial donations. In addition to keeping
the church alive, in recent years the St
Andrew’s community have made generous
donations to local charities including
Tulips, The Women’s Refuge, The
Sarioğlu Foundation, Karakum Special
Needs School and internationally to The
World Day of Prayer.
Thank you so much for your support.

of the Magi, gift giving, a present-delivering
witch, jumping into freezing water, and cakes
with a hidden secret. The festivities often
feature light and music shows, and clowns and
jugglers who throw candy to the crowds.

HOMEGROUPS
Both of our Homegroups are suspended for
the time being. News of recommencements will be published on the St Andrew’s
website.

EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS
FOR MANY
PLACES,
such as Italy or
Spain, the
holiday period
extends until the
7th of January.
This is because
these countries,
along with many
others around
the world,
celebrate
Epiphany on the
6th of January.
In Western
Christianity, this
commemorates
the arrival of the
Three Wise Men who followed the star to baby
Jesus. In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany
celebrates the Baptism of Christ, and so on this
day, priests bless water through various rituals.
The Orthodox festivities usually take place on
the 19th of January, following the Julian
calendar. Across the continents, Epiphany is
celebrated in various ways such as processions
13

In Spain, children generally receive presents
from the Three Wise Men, rather than Santa
Claus and they leave shoes outside the door on
the night of the 5th to be filled with gifts. The
Feast of the Three Kings is the highlight of the
nativity season in Spain, and Seville has a
spectacular parade to celebrate on the eve of
January 5.
The Three Kings parade (Calbagata de Reyes
Magos) is a sensational spectacle. The parade
lasts six to eight hours, with more than forty
floats, people on horseback, and marching
bands. Children wearing costumes ride on the
floats and toss out tons of wrapped hard candies
to the spectators. On the street, kids carry
umbrellas
upside down
to catch lots
of candy!
When the
parade is
over, there’s
so much
candy on the
streets, it’s
like sweet ice
crunching
under foot.
Malaga is one
of the many
Spanish cities
that hosts a
parade, too,
with the Magi
on elaborate
thrones and performers on floats tossing sweets
to children in the crowd.
As in Spain and many other European countries,
the 6th of January in Poland sees hundreds of
Epiphany parades taking place through the
streets of towns and cities across the country.
Along with the Three Kings, Caspar, Melchior

and Balthazar, the parades include figures of
devils, angels, and the like. Warsaw sees the
Kings on camels, a few llamas, and even a
Chinese dragon as part of its procession.

Across Italy, it’s the good broomstick-riding
witch Befana who visits children on Epiphany,
bringing sweets and presents. In the legend,
Befana is an old peasant woman, living alone in
the countryside. The Three Kings stop by her
house to ask directions to Bethlehem. The Magi
also extend an invitation to come along to see
the Christ child, but she has household tasks to
do. After the Three Kings depart, Befana has a
change of heart. She bakes sweets to take to the
baby Jesus and takes off through the air. Never
catching up with the Three Kings, instead, every
year Befana brings sweets and gifts to children.

carousel, and large market with figures and
puppets of Befana flying around.
Florence has an opulent parade (Calvacata dei
Magi) on Epiphany. Everyone is dressed in
sumptuous Renaissance clothing, including men
dressed as the Three Kings. The parade goes
from the Pitti Palace, over the Ponte Vecchio to
the Palazzo della Signoria.
Much of Latin America also celebrates
Epiphany, or Día de los Reyes, and it’s often
given greater importance than Christmas. As in
Spain, presents for the children arrive via the
Magi, rather than Santa Claus, and children
leave grass and water outside the door for the
camels. On the 6th, there are big processions,
such as the one in Lima, where the highlight is
three policemen dressed as the Three Wise
Men who ride on horseback through the streets.
Guatemala City’s processions feature giant
ornate statues of the Three Wise Men and the
Virgin Mary which are paraded through the
streets to the sound of sacred music. The streets
of one of Guatemala’s oldest neighbourhoods,
Guardia Vieja, are filled with people and the
sound of fireworks being set off. People also
decorate the outside of their houses with images
of Mary.
In New Orleans, as well as across the south
eastern region of the US, Epiphany is celebrated
with the baking and eating of cakes. These
round King Cakes decorated with coloured
sugar are part of King Cake parties that take
place from 6th of January to Mardi Gras. The
cakes also contain a little figurine or token, and
whoever finds it in their slice of cake is
responsible for making the King Cake the next
year or throwing the next Mardi Gras party.

But only in Venice can you watch several
suspiciously masculine-looking Befana witches
rowing down its most famous canal. This
gondola regatta sees several ex-gondoliers
dressed up in witch-like clothing and racing each
other down Venice’s Grand Canal.
In Rome, at the Piazza Navona is the Festa della
Befana, with food, music and cultural events, a
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The Orthodox version of Epiphany celebrations
in contrast, involves stripping down to swimming
trunks and diving into the icy waters.

At the Golden Horn in Istanbul participants aim
to retrieve a wooden crucifix that has been
thrown in by the
priest. It’s believed
that catching the
cross will bring
health and
prosperity, and
hopefully protect
from pneumonia.
Swimming in cold
water is a recurring
theme when it
comes to Epiphany
celebrations. In
Prague,
participants in the
Three Kings Swim
dive into the Vltava
River alongside the
Charles Bridge. Many arrive in just their
swimming trunks (and crowns for the Three
Kings) and wait in the snow to be taken by boat
out onto the river. If you participate, you receive
a certificate and tons of hot spiced rum cider
afterward.
In Bulgaria, the icy water dip goes one step
further. Before the priest throws the cross into
the water, a band of pipers and drummers jump
in and begin to play. People also dance around
in big circles in the water. Because the water is
so cold, participation in the band is naturally
considered to be a great display of strength and
honour.

Cold water is also a vital part of Russian
Epiphany celebrations. It’s thought that on this
day the
water
becomes
holy and
is
imparted
with
certain
powers.
Across
the
country,
people
cut
crucifixshaped
holes in
frozen
lakes.
The water is blessed and then the participants
take a dip, traditionally three times to signify the
Holy Trinity. The custom has become so
popular that some lakes have lifeguards on duty.
If jumping into icy water doesn’t sound
appealing, then eating cake in Mexico might.
Here, a sweet bread decorated with candied fruit
called rosca de reyes is prepared. It’s shaped in a
ring to resemble a crown, and inside there’s a
little figure of baby Jesus. He’s hidden in the
cake to represent the hiding of baby Jesus from
King Herod.
The French celebrate Epiphany with
a galette des rois (Kings’ Cake). The
cake is traditionally puff pastry with
almond cream in the center. A small
bean or some other small prize is
baked in the galette – when the cake
is sliced, the person to get the bean
wins a paper crown and is the lucky
“king for
a day.”

Italians
eat Befanini
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cookies, panettone and caramelle candies for the
holiday. Befanini cookies are a sugar shortbread
with coloured sprinkles on top.

speakers during our on-line services. We also
praise God for the partial opening of the
Church and for people who were successful in
getting back to jobs. Pray for families
separated to be re-united, sick healed and jobs
restored. Children to have more focus on online classes and families to find happiness and
harmony during this lock-down.
Hon Director of Ministry: Pray for Canon Dr
John Holdsworth as he, with others, promotes
a culture of learning, vocation, and discernment
in the diocese.

Diocesan PRAYER
Diary
for January
Ministry: Pray for those who minister and
serve to follow the example of Christ the
Servant and High Priest.
Dubai: Holy Trinity was dedicated in
December 1970 and we recently concluded the
Golden Jubilee celebrations. The premises
house over 100 churches of different
denominations and though not fully active at
the moment due to the pandemic, during
normal times, over 20,000 people use the
complex every week. The Church is a beacon
of hope in Dubai. With the continued support
of your prayers, the church continues to grow
and flourish. Our continued gratitude for the
Front-Line Workers and the allied services,
who are battling to bring the pandemic under
control. Training for Junior Church teachers
and volunteers that was conducted
successfully and we were blessed with guest
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Sharjah, UAE: St Martin Anglican Church, a
spiritual oasis in the midst of a desert, focuses
on Word, Sacrament, and Mission (especially
the Migrant Labour Ministry). St Martin’s also
facilitates worship for over 120 guest
congregations of various languages and
nationalities. We praise God for his
faithfulness and sustaining us, even when we
don’t deserve it. We praise God especially for
our Home Groups and Bible Studies. We
rejoice in the ministries that have been able to
meet online and those that are slowly restarting
in person. We pray for our children’s and
teen’s ministries, men’s and women’s
fellowship; for all our people to follow the
presence of God—walking where He walks.
Synod: Pray for those who will, in February,
take part electronically in diocesan synod, and
for wisdom and vision in all that is planned and
done.
Yemen: The congregation of Christ Church is
currently not meeting due to the security
situation in Aden. A functioning expatriate
population has not yet re-materialised because
of the instability, and threat of kidnapping.
Please pray for the people of Yemen, and our
staff at the Ras Morbat Eye Clinic. We are
thankful for the excellent relationships between
our clinic staff, the government officials, the
people in the local neighbourhood and Yemeni
society in general. We are thankful for the
dedicated staff members, and their pride in
serving the poor of Yemen in the name of the
Diocese. We pray for a political resolution to
the civil war and restoration of civil society is
key to improving all of the health and poverty
issues all over the country. Funding for the
clinic is a never-ending challenge. We are
thankful for faithful donors and those newly

interested in supporting the work. That staff
and patients may be ever conscious of the
compassion of Christ, which undergirds the
vision, the history, and the ministry of Ras
Morbat Clinic.
Standing and Finance Committee: Pray for
synod’s standing and finance committee, and
its stewardship of synod resolutions.
Paphos: The Parish has 3 places of worship:
The church of Ayia Kyriaki Chrysopolitissa,
Paphos; the Church of St Stephenin, Tala and
the Church of St Luke in Prodromi, which
serves the town of Polis, the resort of Latchi
and surrounding villages. We praise God for
safely bringing the parish through a difficult six
months, that although the majority of our
parishioners are elderly, frail, and vulnerable
they have been kept safe from COVID-19. We
praise God for the sensible and practical
responses of the Cypriot government. We
rejoice in the continuing exercise of many
ministries in the parish, for time and talents
spent in the provision of pastoral care, the
careful arrangements made to enhance
worship, the thorough work of administration
exercised by the Council, and for the faithful
work of wardens, organists, and Readers. We
pray for those in the parish and the wider
community who feel vulnerable, frail and alone
in the face of the pandemic. We uphold friends
and parishioners who give pastoral support and
pray for their families, currently unable to travel.
We uphold all, who now, face financial
difficulties. We pray for the difficult financial
situation facing the parish, praying for generous
giving. We uphold those tasked with examining
current parish structures and outreach; that
they will be guided in their deliberations as they
plan for parish growth. We ask for a sense of
encouragement to enfold us.
Finance: Pray for generosity, responsibility,
and
imagination
in the use of
money and
resources,
and for
Canon John
Banfield,
Hon Director
of Finance.
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More Notes from
Kent

A Happy New Year to you all and I trust
you were able to enjoy a merry
Christmas. I was able to share
Christmas dinner with my daughter and
some of my grandsons, so I felt
particularly lucky compared with many.
Now I am dodging the Covid-19 bullets
here in Kent where the virus and it’s new
mutation is raging. Staying home is not
arduous when you have a nice home and
no problems – a real “count your blessing”
situation. So I pray that our Father will
keep me and you, mine and yours very
safe.
The past few days have been particularly
miserable. You know the kind of days
you hate when it does nothing but rain,

the skies are grey, you don’t see the sun
and you have to switch the lights on
early. This weather really depresses me
and gives me no incentive to do
anything. So I haven't. Instead I've
caught up on some of the Christmas films
I’d missed - mostly animations, Roald
Dahl, Disney, David Walliams and the
like. I also managed to download a
Christmas production from The Globe
Theatre in London which was brilliant and
I'm reading one of Dawn French's books
which makes me laugh. So, you see,
anything to cheer up the gloom. And of
course, gloom it is with the new complete
lockdown here in UK, but hey, if it's
raining, who wants to go anywhere!
In the article on Epiphany celebrations in
this month’s magazine there is a mention
of Galette de Rois. I have found a recipe
for this and it looks to be quite straight
forward. I haven’t tried it yet so let me
know if you do.
This galette des rois is made of a creamy
almond filling sandwiched between two
flaky, buttery layers of puff pastry. The
ingredients for almond cream all go into
a food processor to blend, and then the
paste is spread onto the shop-bought
puff pastry, making this impressive cake
simple to put together. Serve slices of
the galette with tea or coffee to balance
the cake's sweetness.
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Traditional French
Galette des Rois

.
Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For the Almond Cream Filling:
1/2 cup almond meal
1/4 cup granulated sugar
1 egg
3 tablespoons butter (softened)
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
For the Cake:
17 ounces puff pastry (thawed)
1 egg (beaten)
2 tablespoons icing sugar

Almond Cream
1. Gather the ingredients.
2. Combine all of the ingredients in the
bowl of a food processor. Blend to a
smooth, creamy paste. Feel free to make
this cream a few days in advance, then
refrigerate it in an airtight container.
Cake
1. Gather the ingredients.
2. Preheat the oven to 425 F. Line a baking
sheet with parchment paper.
3. Roll out the sheets of puff pastry and cut
out 2 (11-inch) circles. Place the first
disc on the prepared baking sheet, and
spread an even layer of the almond
cream, leaving a 1-inch border around
the edges.
4. If you wish to include a fève (a dried
bean will suffice), you can do so at this

point: Simply nestle it in the almond
cream.
5. Place the second puff pastry disc on top
of the filling, and crimp the edges with a
fork to seal the cake. Using a sharp
knife, score a decorative pattern into the
top layer of the pastry, without cutting
through to the almond filling. Brush the
galette with the beaten egg (to create a
golden crust).

Bake the Cake
1. Bake the cake for 15 minutes. Remove
from the oven and dust the cake with the
icing sugar. Return to the oven and bake
for an additional 10 to 12 minutes, until
the puff pastry
becomes a deep
golden brown.
Allow the cake
to cool for 20
minutes.
2. Serve and
enjoy.
If you have
included a fève,
best you warn
your guests and,
of course, crown
the king or queen
with a paper
diadem.

Keep safe and
well and try not
to worry about
all that’s
happening
around us,
remember that
we can “take it
to the Lord in
prayer”.

Anne
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http://cyprusscene.com
Check out CyprusScene for your daily news
of life and times in the TRNC.

If you wish to place adverts here on
our website please contact our
Editor, Anne Lloyd on
graniannie@hotmail.com
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