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Unfortunately due to the increasing number of
Covid cases and the tightening up of TRNC
Government regulations it has been decided to
cancel church services in St Andrew’s for the
foreseeable future.

Thanksgiving
and Hard Times

out through
your suffering, for His glory. His hurt and
rejection was part of God's eternal salvation
plan. “God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16, KJV).
Thirdly, we can be thankful if we are in right
relationship with God!

Perhaps you are going through difficult times
now. It is Thanksgiving season, and you
wonder how you can rejoice and be thankful,
because you are hurting. The sufferings of
mankind are enormous. Doesn't anybody
care? Yes, I know One who does, and that is
our creator. Suffering is hard to understand.
But even harder to understand than why we
suffer is why Jesus, the Perfect, Spotless,
Lamb of God had to suffer. He did so,
because He loved us, and provided salvation
for all who will believe. How can we be
thankful in difficult times?

Jesus once told His disciples not to rejoice
because they had the power to heal and cast
out demons, but to rejoice, rather, because
their names were written in the Lamb's Book
of Life. He always pleased the Father. He
finished the work God sent Him into the world
to do. It was “mission accomplished,” when it
looked like it was “mission impossible.”
Salvation is a free gift, but it came at a great
cost to God. It cost the blood of His onlybegotten Son.

First, we can be thankful if our suffering is
accomplishing some greater good!

Fourthly, we can be thankful if we have left
behind an example worthy of being followed!

Jesus, for the joy set before Him, in saving His
people from their sins, endured the shame,
and the sufferings of the cross. The greater
good was our deliverance from sin, and our
assurance of Heaven. If we have served God,
and helped others with our life, then it was not
in vain. Jesus came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom
for all.

We are to walk “in His steps.” He blazed the
path before us, and showed us all how life
was meant to be lived.

Secondly, we can be thankful if we are in the
centre of God's will!
This was certainly true of Jesus, and it should
also be true of us. He was exactly where He
was predestined to be. Just because you
suffer it doesn't mean that
God is angry at you or has forsaken you. He
may have some greater good to bring

Fifthly, and finally, we can be thankful if we
have been faithful to God unto the end!
“Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end.” Jesus
could have turned away from the cross. He
could have called for twelve legions of angels
to deliver Him, but He lay down His life,
willingly, because He loved us so much.
We have much to be thankful for, but
especially should we show gratitude for Christ,
and all He accomplished for us.

Rev’d Michael Cochran

AN UPDATE FOR MEMBERS OF
ST ANDREW’S
The Wardens are continually being asked,
“What’s happening about the Hermitage,
and is she still there?” Well with the saga
continuing we thought it time to enlighten
you with our continuing frustrations with
Ms Hough and our endeavours to regain
possession of Church property.
As with any story we should start at the
very beginning. When appointed as
Chaplain of St. Andrew's Ms Hough was
granted permission to live at The
Hermitage by The Society of St Andrew’s,
the formal legal body here that represents
JEMT who are, in spite of claims to the
contrary, the legal land owners of The
Hermitage. Permission to occupy was
granted for the term of her employment.
As most people are aware, the last church
service that Ms Hough officiated at was
Easter 2018, Sunday 1st April. She has
not been seen at St. Andrew’s Church
since then and at the Annual Church
Meeting she tendered her apologies for
having to rush back to Holland to tend to
her sick daughter. It has subsequently
been found that Ms Hough had in fact
booked a return flight to the Netherlands
three days BEFORE stating that her
daughter had been admitted to hospital. It
may be no coincidence that at that time
the Diocese were concerned on a number
of issues that as Chaplain were her
responsibility. This culminated in her
resigning on the 8th May.
Under the terms of her contract of
employment she was required to give 3
months notice, enabling her to remain in
residence at The Hermitage until 8th
August 2018, although during this period
Ms Hough was unable to carry out her
duties, apparently due to illness, so the
Diocese felt it was its Christian duty to
extend the period to the end of September
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2018, to assist her with time to find
alternative employment/accommodation.
In spite of it being a requirement that
claims for absence due to sickness be
supported by documentary proof from a
member of the medical profession, Ms
Hough did not provide such
documentation to the Diocese, inspite of
being asked to do so and her saying that
she would be happy to send such
documentation. Similarly, Ms Hough was
asked to provide documentary medical
evidence to support her claim for
compassionate leave for her daughter's
illness. Ms Hough claimed to have sent it
to the Diocese three times but
subsequently said that her daughter did
not wish to disclose details of her illness.
By the time September came Ms Hough
refused to give up occupation of The
Hermitage saying that she had the
approval of the Ministry of Interior and
Police protection allowing her to stay, we
now know neither were true. During this
time Ms Hough made repeated claims that
the Diocese had refused to engage with
her or a retired solicitor claiming to act on
her behalf on the matter of her
resignation. At a later meeting between
representatives of St Andrew's and the
Diocesan solicitors letters were shown in
which the Diocese had repeatedly offered
to meet Ms Hough and her representative
to discuss the issues. No such offer was
accepted.
Ms Hough’s occupation of The Hermitage
was discussed regularly at Council
meetings and whilst most Council
members were in favour of taking strong
action some, who still had contact with
her, wished instead to use dialogue and
negotiation. We now know that using
dialogue and negotiation didn’t work.
Eventually it was agreed to bring things to
a head by serving Notice on Ms Hough by
way of attaching a Notice to the secured
front gates of The Hermitage whilst she
was in residence. This was dated 15th

August 2019. This resulted in an email
from Ms Hough stating that she very much
wanted to vacate The Hermitage and
would do so as soon as she was able and
only remained out of necessity and on
legal advice.
After this Council attempted to come up
with a negotiated settlement with a
Member of Church Council and the then
acting Chaplain meeting with her. At this
meeting it was agreed she would use her
best endeavours to vacate The Hermitage
and grounds on or before 31st December
2019, she would also allow contractors or
agreed named persons only access to the
grounds to undertake maintenance to the
Houston Room and Hartley Cottage, this
was to be by prior notice and agreed and
noted by her Lawyer.
In October 2019 gardeners were able to
gain access. As a key for the padlock to
the second access was not made
available new padlocks were fitted by
Council members, sadly this facility was
short-lived as since then this gate has
been barricaded rendering it unusable. By
virtue of the agreement Ms Hough should
have removed herself on or before 31st
December 2019. However, in an email
from her to Council members on 1st
January 2020 she said she would vacate
by the end of the coming week. This was
accompanied by statements including that
she had been subjected to invasion of
privacy and subjected to harassment and
abuse during her occupation of The
Hermitage!
She did not return the keys as promised,
her excuse was a technical difficulty in
doing so! Further discussions at Council
led to a realisation that there was no
alternative but to seek possession through
the courts. Sadly Lockdown happened so
the process was not initiated until formal
Notice was served on 11th June 2020,
giving her one month to vacate the
premises otherwise legal action would be
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initiated. By the 15th July we were being
advised that after receiving the Notice Ms
Hough became aggressive and sent
insulting emails to the Church’s Advocate
and Ms Hough’s lawyer advised that she
was waiting for the result of her application
for Permission to Purchase of a property
she was now occupying in Lapta before
returning the keys. Unfortunately the
application for Permission to Purchase
was not submitted until 12th June, the day
after she received the Notice to Quit The
Hermitage.
A letter was sent by our Advocate to
Ms Hough’s lawyer saying that the petition
was being prepared and that it would be
embarrassing for both the Church and
Ms Hough if the matter went to court, it
was suggested she deliver the keys before
the beginning of September to avoid
unpleasant court proceedings. Ms Hough
contacted our Advocate on 1st September
saying we could have the keys by the end
of the week, so we would have expected
to have them at latest by Monday 7th
September, of course this did not happen.
So unfortunately we are left with no choice
and Court proceedings are now being
initiated, sadly this will be at the cost of St
Andrew’s Church. This article was being
prepared for publication when we received
notification from the Church’s Advocate
that although Ms Hough had been
avoiding their calls all week they had
somehow managed to contact her on the
11th September to tell her that court
proceedings are now being initiated. She
again promised the keys by Monday or
Tuesday, needless to say it’s now 8pm on
Tuesday and they didn’t arrive.

Peacemaking Sunday –
20th September
(UN International Day of
Peace—21st September)

The International Day of
Peace ("Peace Day") is
observed around the world each year on 21st
September. Established in 1981 by a
unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace
Day provides a globally shared date for all
humanity to commit to Peace above all
differences and to contribute to building a
Culture of Peace.
UN resolution A/53/243 called for the
programme of action to include eight action
areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Culture of peace through education
Sustainable economic and social
development
Respect for all human rights
Equality between women and men
Democratic participation
Understanding, tolerance and solidarity
Participatory communication and the free
flow of information and knowledge
International peace and security

As explained by UNESCO, "each of these
areas of action have been priorities of the
United Nations since its foundation; what is
new is their linkage through the culture of
peace and non-violence into a single coherent
concept”.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
John 7:37-40
Not so many years ago, a shopping trip to the
greengrocers would reveal a small assortment of
locally grown produce - various root and leaf
vegetables, a selection of apples, pears,
bananas, oranges and possibly some plums, the
odd melon or coconut. The vegetables tended to
be those which you could grow in the garden,
greenhouse or allotment - though perhaps
delivered a few weeks earlier than you could
expect from home-grown produce.
Everything had its season, and one could look
forward with eager anticipation to the first
strawberries of summer, or the arrival of the
cauliflower, cucumber or tomatoes. This
seasonality in the food that we ate meant that
each season held its own delights for the lover
of fresh food.
But don’t things change?
Now I’m not necessarily saying that this is a bad
thing, and that we should go back to the "good
old days". For one thing it’s opened up some
new markets for smaller countries to export the
crops that they can grow and we can’t - even if
at times the West has exploited these smaller
producers. But it does mean for children
growing up today the whole concept of a
Harvest Festival really doesn’t mean as much as
perhaps it did to my grandparents. Silage
gathered into round bales wrapped with
polythene doesn’t have the same mystique as
the sight of a combine harvester and fields of
gently waving golden corn. And by the time the
churches get around to celebrating harvest,
most of the crops have already been safely
gathered in for some time.
Not so of course in some countries. We’ve all
seen those horrific television pictures of the
problems some African countries have had with
a total lack of rain. In some cases the seed
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hasn’t even managed to germinate, let alone get
anywhere near ripening. What celebrations
there must be in such countries when conditions
are favourable and sufficient crop is harvested
to ensure that the family will not go hungry
through the winter months. For in countries
such as these, there is little chance of a shortfall
being made up for by imported produce - other
than charitable aid which might come after the
peoples’ plight has reached the eyes and ears of
the world’s media.
So if there is no really defined time in late
September when we can breath a long sigh and
say that the harvest is safely gathered in, why
do we still continue to have Harvest Festivals? It
seems a question worth asking - I mean, is it
simply tradition - a throwback to the Victorian
lifestyle with echoes of Constable’s Haywain? Is
it a chance to fill a few pews at a point in time
between Easter and Christmas? If we no longer
rely on a satisfactory harvest in this country to
supply our needs in the way that our forefathers
did in the past, then why all the fuss?

farmhouse and kept there until the next harvest
supper.

Nowadays, harvest is usually observed late
September or early October - a tradition that I
was surprised to learn only goes back as far as
the middle of the last century and courtesy of a
Cornish vicar. And sad to say, the corn dolly is
still in evidence in the decorations of some
churches - a rather unwelcome remembrance of
harvest’s pagan past.
This is all a bit depressing isn’t it. The closer we
look at the harvest that has been handed down
by the established church from its pagan past,
the less it seems to have relevance to our
modern world. To understand the real
significance of this festival, it seems we have to
go back much further - back to the real roots of
our Christian faith within the Old Testament and
among the Jewish people, and their relationship
with their God.

It doesn’t even help us much if we look back at
the history of the festival, I’m afraid. After all,
throughout the ages people have given thanks
for the maturing of crops that would sustain
them through the following months. And like
many other ancient customs, harvest rituals such as the offering of the first fruits to the gods
- were taken over by the early church in an
attempt to water down the influence of the
traditional pagan beliefs. By the Middle Ages the
first corn from the harvest was made into the
Eucharist bread on August 1st, Lammas day.
When the harvest had been gathered, "Harvest
Home" would be celebrated in a farmer’s house.
It was customary to use the last sheaf of grain
to make a corn dolly, based on the belief that
the corn spirit was contained within the dolly.
When the feasting was over it was taken to the
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From very early times the Jewish year was
punctuated by festivals - the "Feasts of the
Lord". Some were timed to coincide with the
changing seasons, reminding the people of
God’s constant provision for them and also
allowing them to return by way of offering, a
token of all that he’d given them. Others
celebrated some of the great events of Israel’s
history, and the ways that God had intervened
to help his people when they were in need.
All were occasions of joy and celebration
reflecting on all the good things that God had
given to and done for his people, as well as
times where the people could come close to
their God and ask for forgiveness and cleansing.
We know that they were never intended to be
observed out of mere formality and empty ritual.
The prophets warned the people against

reducing these festivals to that level. The real
purpose was spiritual - a great and glorious
meeting together of God and His people.

Among the various festivals that the Jews
celebrated are two which seem relevant to this
Season. The first was the Feast of Weeks, which
we read about in Leviticus 23. Celebrated fifty
days after the beginning of Passover, it was
essentially an agricultural celebration at which
the first fruits of the harvest were offered to
God. The priest offered two loaves of bread
made from the new flour, along with animal
sacrifices. The festival later became known as
Pentecost - from the Greek word meaning
"fiftieth".
Doesn’t life get confusing? Now it seems as
though we ought to be having our Harvest
Festival on Whit Sunday. The second festival
which I want us to think about is that of the
Feast of Ingathering (or Tabernacles), which is
an autumn festival held at the end of the fruit
harvest. This was the most popular and joyful of
all the festivals and lasted a full seven days.

Celebrations included camping out in gardens
and on roof-tops, in tents or huts made from the
branches of trees. These tents (or booths or
tabernacles) were a reminder of the time that
the people lived in tents after the Lord brought
them out of Egypt and led them toward the
promised land.
The festival included a ceremony in which water
was poured out and prayers made for good
rains for the coming season. It’s also suggested
that it was during such a ceremony that Jesus
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declared "Whosoever is thirsty should come to
me and drink. As the scripture says, ‘Whoever
believes in me, streams of life-giving water will
pour out from his heart. (John 7:37-38)
Can I suggest that it’s somewhere between
these two Jewish festivals, The Feast of Weeks
and the Feast of Tabernacles that we can look
for the real significance of our Harvest Festival
today. In a time when it is difficult to relate to
the Victorian print depicting harvests of old, and
Constable’s ‘Haywain’ is only a fading copy on
the wall, and so many inner-city children
wouldn’t recognise peas or broad beans if they
saw them growing in a field, maybe we should
be looking for a deeper spiritual meaning.
In this way the offering we bring, the fruit and
vegetables, the beautiful flowers and foliage
which decorate our churches today can still
remind us of all the good things that the Lord
has given to us, and for which we can too easily
become complacent. And while we’re saying
thanks for the food we eat, what about the gas
and electricity that is used to cook the food, the
petrol that gets us to the supermarket, the
homes within which we eat - there are so many
things in our lives that we should be grateful for.
But Jesus’ words in John’s gospel remind us that
our needs are not just met by a constant supply
of broccoli and sweetcorn. Jesus had a way of
taking the ordinary things of life and bringing
out of them a tremendous truth. On the
occasion referred to in our reading, water from
Siloam’s pool was solemnly offered in the temple
- possibly as I’ve mentioned a rite invoking
God’s help in bringing the refreshing rain to end
the long summer drought. Jesus seizes the
opportunity in the way that only he could
- any thirsty soul was invited to find deep and
lasting refreshment through faith in him. The
blessing which Jesus offered was to be made
available through the Holy Spirit - which had not
yet been given in a new way to believers.
The Spirit had been active in the world from the
beginning of time but was not given to the
believers in the full Christian sense until
Pentecost, after Jesus had died, risen and
ascended to His Father in heaven. And there of
course is another link to the first of our festivals
- which was the celebration of the first fruits but
held when we now celebrate Pentecost.
I’m drawn to the conclusion that the overriding
need of Christians in today’s world is to be

constantly reminded of all the good things both spiritually and materially - that our God
offers to his people, in the same way that the
people of Israel used those two festivals to
thank Him not only for the provision of a
sufficient harvest, but also for the fact that their
God was constantly acting in their best interests
- that His love for His people could look beyond
all the bad things that they did, all the times
that they strayed from following him sincerely,
and still provide for their needs.
For that reason, I have included among the
usual gifts on the table, a glass of water - to
remind us of the spiritual food without which we
could not function as effective Christians. For it
was the gift of the living water, the Holy Spirit,
to the believers in Acts that was the starting
point, the birth of the church, and without which
we wouldn’t be singing hymns of thanks to God
for his love for us.
So it is that two of our festivals, Pentecost and
Harvest are seemingly linked by purpose and
aim and enable us now to thank God for all his
good gifts - for food to eat, for our material
needs, for the meeting of our spiritual needs.
And with so much to give thanks for, our
Harvest Thanksgiving should never be a mere
formality or ritual - it will be as the prophets
intended, a great and glorious meeting between
God and His people.

Copyright © John Birch, 2016 Faith & Worship

A Letter from Pat
Etherington to the
Friends of St Andrew’s

Thu 3rd September

Well Hello Everybody,
The rules have changed again here due to the
rising Covid numbers since lockdown ended
and instead of being able to seat approximately
40 people we are down to roughly half that
number, but of course we can still relay our
service down to the hall if there is a need for it.
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Quite understandably a number of people, for
various reasons, prefer to remain in their own
homes and away from any crowds.
Stuart presided over our 2 services whilst
Justin had a well-earned holiday with his
children before they had to start getting ready
for their return to school. This meant of course
we weren’t able to have communion. Justin
was back with us on the 9th August.
Archbishop Michael conducted the service on
the 16th and as usual gave us plenty to think
about during his sermon. It was good to see
him again and he had a word with everyone
present.
Justin was back to conduct the services on
both the 23rd and 30th. As well as preparing
his sermon etc each week he also has to have a
Covid test each time he comes across the
border, which isn’t a pleasant experience and
entails having the test one day, returning for
the result the following day and then he has a
3-day window from when he gets his result to
cross and return home. Our thanks go to
all the clergy who willingly take this
somewhat onerous test so that they can come
and conduct our services. The archdeacon will
be with us this coming Sunday.
Steve Bishop returns this week from seeing his
family in the UK and will be restarting the
Thursday morning service on the 17th
September. He and Sally will be holding the
Home Group again from Tuesday 22nd
September.
The weather here shows no sign as yet of
cooling down and this week the Government
has issued a heat warning which I am told
means that workmen must not work between
the hours of 11am and 4pm as it is considered
unsafe to do so.
My pots are looking rather weary in spite of a
daily watering so I'm just hoping I can keep
them going until there is something else I can
replace them with, so fingers crossed.

I think that's about it for now

unmentionable themselves.

Much Love from Cyprus.
Keep Safe.
Pat E.

Josephine was born into an upper-middleclass Christian family who were very much
interested in social reform and who treated
her education with a seriousness rare at that
time. In her teenage years Josephine’s
childhood faith was deepened through a
spiritual experience that gave her a profound
love for Christ. She married a man who not
only loved her deeply but shared her faith and
was prepared to treat her as an equal. Just
when a life of quiet respectability seemed
guaranteed, tragedy struck with the death of
a daughter in 1863, and Josephine – always
sensitive to injustice – began to occupy
herself in charity work, visiting workhouses
and rescuing prostitutes from the streets.

Heroes of the Faith:
Josephine Butler

This summer I am writing about some of my
favourite Christian heroes and a particularly
fascinating one is Josephine Butler (1828–
1906). She is little known today despite being
one of the most important Englishwomen of
the nineteenth century. It’s not hard to find
reasons for Josephine’s neglect. She worked
tirelessly for decades trying to rescue
prostitutes and prevent women being
trafficked into prostitution and, in doing so,
exposed a dreadful business that many
people – especially men – would have
preferred to remain hidden. Unfortunately,
she paid the price: those who tackle an
unmentionable evil often become
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A combination of social and economic factors
had meant that prostitution was widespread
in Victorian Britain. It was covered by weak
laws and policed with a harsh insensitivity.
Unpleasant as it is to mention, prostitutes
were treated as villains rather than victims,
frequently abused – there are appalling
references to ‘padded rooms’ in brothels –
and in an age when there was no treatment
for sexual diseases, virgins were much prized.
Matters were made worse by Victorian
sensitivities which meant that the injustices
and cruelties were hidden because ‘decent’
people would not mention or investigate
them.
Josephine adopted a double strategy. She
simply befriended prostitutes, speaking to
them of Jesus and, where possible, offered
them a way out. Some she housed in her own
house, others in hostels. Yet she also ‘went
public’ and, gifted with intelligence, charm
and good looks, began public meetings to
take her campaign against prostitution and
female injustice to the nation. It took courage
as she was subjected to repeated verbal and
sometimes physical attacks. For a woman to
speak publicly was unusual in the Victorian
era and for one to speak on sexual matters
was felt to be an outrage. Despite frequent illhealth Josephine tirelessly travelled
backwards and forwards across the country
speaking everywhere she was allowed to. She
soon made strategic friends and, as the years

passed, saw bad laws repealed and good
laws introduced. In the 1880s she began a
campaign against child prostitution which
resulted in the age of consent being raised
from 13 to 16, a move which made the
prosecution of the men involved possible.
Josephine’s passion extended beyond the
injustices of prostitution to every area in
which women were badly treated. She was a
prime mover in demanding that women’s
education be taken seriously and an early
advocate for women’s rights to vote. Her
interests and enthusiasm took her to the
Continent where she encouraged action there
against prostitution and other injustices. It is
fascinating to note that Josephine
campaigned vigorously against a system by
which the British Army in India obtained large
numbers of local prostitutes in order to
protect the health of its soldiers.
Josephine was in every way a remarkable
woman and her life and actions pose all sorts
of challenges to us today. There are the
obvious things: her commitment, her
sacrifice, her courage and her passion. There
is also, of course, her relevance: a century
and a half later such things as child abuse,
people trafficking, prostitution and the sexual
mistreatment of women have not gone away.
Yet there are many other aspects to her life
and let me list five that I find fascinating.

1. Josephine was a woman of faith.
Josephine was driven by a living faith
in Jesus in which daily prayer and
Bible study were essential. One of her
famous sayings was, ‘God and one
woman make a majority.’
2. Josephine was a woman of grace.
While many Victorian Christians
abhorred the horrors of prostitution,
they took a cold and condemning
approach that ended up punishing the
women involved. Josephine shunned
judgement and instead showed
friendship and love for those at the
heart of this evil trade. Ultimately her
battle was not against prostitution as a
system but for prostitutes as people.
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3. Josephine didn’t close her eyes. While
only a small minority of the population
may have actually used prostitutes in
the nineteenth century, the vast
majority chose simply to look away.
After all, prostitution was a business
that was conducted largely at night,
behind closed doors and which
generally involved ‘girls of the lower
classes’. Josephine realised that in the
face of evil, it’s not enough simply to
turn your face away. She acted.
4. Josephine was prepared to break the
rules of society. She chose to do what
society said she mustn’t do. In doing so
she was, of course, following the
pattern of Jesus who shocked his
contemporaries with his friendship for
those who were considered sinners.
5. Josephine recognised the limits of the
law. Yes, she was a great social
reformer, but she was under no
illusions that morality could save
society or individuals. Josephine’s
great hope was the transformation of
lives through an encounter with Jesus.
In the current climate there are a lot of empty
plinths where statues have been removed. A
very suitable replacement would be one of
Josephine Butler. I suspect, however, that
had you asked her whether she wanted to be
commemorated in some iron or bronze figure,
she would have said that her best memorial
was the continuation of her work. I’d agree.

J.John
Reverend Canon
www.canonjjohn.com
Rev’d Canon John Ioannou John, best known
as J John, is an international evangelist and
author based in the UK. I receive his regular
blogs and consider them worth repeating here
(with permission). My hope and prayer is that
you will find them interesting too. (Editor)

Iraq, in a temple dating from 3000 BC. How
does this relate to today?
Six years ago, when ISIS swept across
northern Iraq on their terrifying mission of
murder and destruction, a young Christian
woman called Riveen fled.
In the middle of the night, fearing for her life,
Riveen left her hometown of Qaraqosh in
northern Iraq and ended up in Erbil.
Eventually being forced to leave her home
country she fled to the small city of Madaba in
the neighbouring country of Jordan. Madaba is
famous for its beautiful and ancient mosaics.

News from The Foundation
for Relief and Reconciliation
in the Middle East
The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation
in the Middle East (FRRME) has undergone
an exciting transformation. From now on, we
will be known as Mosaic Middle East,
although our legal name remains unchanged.

A wonderfully creative young woman, Riveen
was trained in making mosaics through a
project run by a Christian charity there. Her
life has been transformed. Last year she made
a beautiful mosaic for our new Olive Tree
Centre.

Why Mosaic?
Mosaic speaks of a beautiful picture made up
of many pieces; of a coming together of
elements to create an effect that is greater than
the sum of its parts. Fragments or broken
pieces of different colours and materials are
used to craft images which tell stories and
capture dreams. These pieces seem
insignificant in themselves. For us they
represent broken lives and fragmented
communities. When lovingly put together with
infinite care a profound transformation occurs.
From brokenness emerges an image of beauty
and wholeness. Interestingly, the first
examples of decorative mosaics were found in
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Mosaic Middle East CEO Mike Simpson with Riveen
at the opening of The Olive Tree Centre

I met Riveen last year at the opening of the
centre. It was such a blessing to see the joy on
her face as she shared her story. Out of the
trauma of Iraq she has emerged into a beautiful
new season of creativity and hope.
Riveen’s story has inspired us and given us
renewed belief that hope can come in the midst
of great suffering and great trial. Her story
speaks about something very precious; it tells
of the beauty and resilience of the human
character under God’s grace. It speaks of the
transformative power of Christian compassion.

Mosaic Middle East continues to support
refugees whose lives were shattered when ISIS
drove them from their homes more than 5
years ago. Through our work in Iraq and
Jordan we seek ways to bring together
fragmented communities and nations through
restoration, reconciliation, healing and
renewed hope. This includes our major
funding of the St George’s medical clinic in
Baghdad, our Nineveh SEED employment
programme and the vital support we give to
over 7,800 Iraqi Christian refugees in Jordan.

Dear God, our loving Father,
Thank you for your goodness
and care for us.
We thank you for the gifts of
the harvest and for all the good
things which we are able to produce from this
beautiful world.
We thank you for all the talents which you
have given to people in offices, factories,
hospitals or other places of work.
We praise you for the creativity of the human
mind and the opportunities which you have
given to us to make this world a better place.
Help us to use your gifts not just for our own
well-being, but also for the relief of those in
need.
God forgive us, for the destruction which we
bring upon this world and all who live in it.
You have entrusted this world into our care,
forgive us for the way in which we destroy and
pollute, and fail to protect the precious
resources which we have.
Forgive us when the power of the human mind
is used wastefully, and destructively, whilst
millions are in need of skills to bring them
clean water and basic medicine.
Forgive us when we fail to speak out for
justice for all people.
Forgive us when we are tempted to despair at
the size of the problems and the seeming
insignificance of our own contribution.
Strengthen our faith, hope and trust in the
miracle of your redeeming love.
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This we ask in the name of your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Diocesan News
Archbishop Michael is pleased to announce
the appointment of the Reverend Martin
Phillips-Last as priest-in-charge of Christ
Church Ayia Napa and St Mark Famagusta,
from 1 September 2020. Churchwardens
welcomed the
appointment of Fr
Martin, who has been
serving in Cyprus
since 2017.
Fr Martin is to be
licensed at a date to
be confirmed.

Friends of the Diocese of Cyprus and
the Gulf
An update from the Friends’ Chairman,
Canon Ian Calder
As we move into September in
conjunction in Ron Maitland, I have
reviewed our position with respect to
our Northern Gathering 2020. Therefore,
due to the continuing Covid19
restrictions and inherent personal risks
I have taken the decision to cancel our
2020 event in York. Similarly, I have
been in touch with the Ven Nick Shutt
of Exeter Diocese and we feel that
under the present restrictions, the

proposed Exeter Day will also have to be
cancelled. However, we propose to
mimic the Friends AGM and hold a Zoom
gathering on Wednesday 21st October
from 10am to 12pm.
Naturally anyone can join this meeting
wherever they live, it would be good to
worship together as well as having the
opportunity to share news. Details of
how to link with the zoom meeting will
be sent out nearer the time.
Please also be advised that Ron
Maitland has spoken with the Bar
Convent in York and their facilities are
not yet fully open. The Chapel is open to
visitors but not to gatherings. Anyone
visiting the Chapel is not permitted to
sit or touch anything. Furthermore,
their cafe is open but with socially
distancing restrictions on the table
layout and also limitations on catering
options. So they would not have been
able to help us this year.
My apologies to those who have travel
plans in place and I hope you can cancel
any bookings made. However, if anyone
is in York on or around the 21st
October, Bernice and Ron are still taking
their caravan through and would be
happy to meet up for chatter, coffee
and smiling faces etc.

Reverend Ian Nicholson

Archbishop Michael and the Churchwardens
are delighted to announce the appointment
of the Reverend Ian Nicholson as parish priest
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of St Barnabas Limassol and St Lazarus
Pissouri and Diocesan Discipleship Adviser.
Fr Ian, originally ordained in New Zealand, is
currently a non-stipendiary priest in the
Anglican Church of the Epiphany in Doha,
Qatar. He and his wife Carol will be moving
to Cyprus towards the end of October. His
licensing will take place after he has
completed the required period of selfisolation on a date to be arranged.

St Andrew’s Abu Dhabi

Sign up with Gill: gillnisbet@standrewauh.org

21st September
St Matthew's Day
by Cecil Frances Alexander
Dear Lord, on this Thy servant's day,
Who left for Thee the gold and mart,
Who heard Thee whisper, " Come
away, "
And follow'd with a single heart,
Give us Thy grace to rise above
The glare of this world's smelting
fires;
Let God's great love put out the love
Of gold, and gain, and low desires.
Still, like a breath from scented lime
Borne into rooms where sick men
faint,
His voice comes floating thro' all
time,
Thine own Evangelist and Saint.

Why is this so? May I suggest that it might be
because Matthew simply “got on with the job”,
either following Jesus faithfully and loyally as
one of his closest friends or recording
carefully and lovingly for future generations
the wonderful life story of the most influential
person to have walked the earth. As well as
being the longest of the gospels, Matthew’s is
probably the most complete biographically,
moving as it does from Jesus’ birth and early
years through to his years of active ministry
and climaxing in his passion, crucifixion and
resurrection.
Matthew ends his account with Jesus’ great
commission to his disciples – “go and make
disciples of all nations” - and the words “know
that I am with you to the end of time”. A
fitting testimony, for these words have
challenged, inspired and comforted
generations for two millennia and will surely
continue to do so for all time.

Still sweetly rings the Gospel strain
Of golden store that knows not rust:
The love of Christ is more than gain,
And heavenly crowns than yellow
dust.

St Matthew – 21st September
On 21st September we
will be celebrating the
Feast Day of one of the
greatest biographers of
all, St Matthew.
Traditional belief that
Matthew the disciple and
Matthew the biographer
were one and the same
person has recently been brought into question
and opinion remains divided; either way, we
know little about Matthew himself.
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St Matthew writing the Gospel with an angel
holding the volume., an Islamic miniature
c.1530 by Kesu Das for the Mughal king

The Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18-20)
Jay Harding
If Jesus stood beside you now, would you just
walk away?
If He put out His hand to you, would you not
look His way?
We use our eyes to see the things that we
most want to see,
all else is just distraction, ignored like tossed
debris.
You say that you would never dismiss the
Saviour so,
but every day you do, my friend, and you don't
even know.
He always whispers in your ear to help Him
save the lost,
to share the gospel willingly no matter what
the cost.
So often we are fearful to speak up to a total
stranger,
afraid they'll be offended, or worse, put us in
danger.
You say that Christ abides in you, adopted
child of God.
If this is true speak up to all, don't think that
you are flawed.
He knows the hearts of everyone; He'll tell you
what to say.
You'll be amazed, I promise you, just let Him
lead the way.
Treat everyone with love and grace and don't
be shy to share;
This stranger may be sent to you by someone
else's prayer.
See Jesus stand beside you now, He's never
left your side.
You must reach out to others with Jesus as
your guide.
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What people have been doing
during Lockdown?
People have really been creatively using
their initiative to use their talents and time
throughout Lockdown. There has been
everything from the sublime to the ‘cor
blimey!’
In a village just outside
Winchester lives a big
brown cuddly bear
called Bobby. He has a
friend called No-neck.
A strange name but
obvious if you saw him.
All through Lockdown,
each day Bobby and his friends
staged a different tableau on their owner’s
drive.

Although initially Bobby and friends
performed for the children, it soon brought
parents, grandparents and neighbours to
see what they were doing that day.
Photographs were
sent to family and
friends far and wide
and to those who
were isolating,
bringing lots of fun
and intrigue to the
village. The tableaux
included saying
‘Thank You’ to those who were looking after

us during the
pandemic. There
were the NHS
workers – nurses,
carers,
pharmacists,
ambulance men,
firemen, the
military – the
bin men had a
big ‘Thank You’,
and the whitevan men and
other delivery
people .
Bobby was even

seen cleaning the
house windows and
trimming the hedge.

It caught the
eye of many
people and
the children
of the village
went to
school telling
their teachers all about it. Imagine their
surprise when Bobby and No-neck were
invited to school and appeared on their
Zoom Assembly!

As Lockdown eased
Bobby decided it was
time for a holiday and
booked a flight to
Alaska to go salmon
fishing with his friend.
There were tears from
some children on his
last day but he has sent photographs of
himself fishing, trekking and skiing.
As for No-neck, a very red-faced bear
turned up on the doorstep having missed his
flight (no reason has been given?) but
imagine his delight when he was offered an
alternative trip to France on a boat as a
trainee cabin boy. He is very happy making
tea and cleaning the brass.

Thank God for people with a sense of
humour and fun.
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Friends and people of
St Andrew’s Church Kyrenia

GIVING

These are difficult days, for so many very
sad days and they continue. We pray for
all those who are serving communities in
the many countries around the world
where the Corona Virus is striking people
down and for family and friends of
people undergoing treatment. We
especially remember front-line workers
who have put themselves in danger and
all those who have died, may they Rest in
Peace.
Spring and early summer is a beautiful
time in Cyprus and many Friends, regular
visitors and tourists will have missed
joining in fellowship at St Andrew’s
Church both at Easter and the weeks that
followed. The lockdown in North Cyprus
was strict, rigorously enforced but very
effective. By the beginning of July there
had been no cases of Covid-19 for two
months, but everyone remains cautions of
a second wave. So, on 5th July the doors
of the Church opened with great caution
for the first time since the Thursday
service on 12th March. A restricted
gathering joined a said Holy Communion
service with no singing and seating
spaced to ensure Social Distancing. The
days ahead are unknown but we pray they
will continue to bring freedom and the
possibility of travel to and from the
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island. The deepest wish of us all, is that
the day will soon be here when we can
come together with freedom in our
beautiful church once again to worship
our Lord in fellowship and song.
Each week the service sheet is posted on
the Church web site and there are details
of how to receive the Thursday Praise
service prepared by Steve Bishop and
sent out with encouragement for you to
sing to music on Youtube.
Of course, the closure of Church and the
absence of visitors has left St Andrew’s
without the normal generous Easter and
spring collections. If you wish to make a
donation from wherever you are to
support the work of the Church, full
details are available on the website giving
page. Details of how to make payments
to the Church UK Charity Bank account
by Cheque or bank transfer are listed.
Regular monthly Standing Order
donations enable budgeting of church
finances. Donations can be gift aided.
Contact the gift aid officer at
giftaid@standrewskyrenia.org
We have recently introduced a new simple
method of making small SMS donations to
St Andrew’s for UK mobile phone users,
similar to that used for appeals on TV in
UK.
Text KYRENIA to 70085 to donate £10 to
St Andrew’s

With a UK mobile phone, in the UK or
anywhere you are able to roam with
your UK mobile including North
Cyprus, Text KYRENIA to 70085 to
donate £10. Texts cost £10 donation
plus the cost of one standard rate
message. The charge will appear on

your telephone bill. Repeat donations
are possible to a maximum of £30 with
up to three messages in one day.
SMS donations can also be Gift Aided.
A reply message acknowledging and
thanking you for the donation will be
received inviting you, if appropriate and
you are able, to send us your Gift Aid
details to enable St Andrew’s to make the
GA application on your behalf.

MORNING PRAISE
The mid-week contemporary Morning
Prayer service restarts Thursday 17th
September 10.00am (assuming
no further
te
da
p
changes to Covid restrictions).
The
service
u
n
a
will be followed by fellowship
over coffee
fo r
at a café around
11am.
w
elo
b
eethe Lord the glory due his
“AscribeSto
name; worship the Lord in the splendour
of his holiness”. (Psalm 29:2)

Dear friends

You may ask what we do with your
financial donations. In addition to
keeping the church alive, in recent years
the St Andrew’s community have made
generous donations to local charities
including Tulips, The Women’s Refuge,
The Sarioğlu Foundation, Karakum
Special Needs School and internationally
to The World Day of Prayer.
Thank you so much for your support.
Bank Details:
Bank – Unity Trust Bank, 4 Brindley
Place, Birmingham B1 2HB
Account No. 20372187
Sort Code: 60-83-01
Account Name – St Andrew’s Church
Kyrenia UK Charity
BIC: CPBKGB22
IBAN: GB15UYTB60830120372187

Please remember to inform the
Wardens if you know of
someone who is unwell or in
hospital. We often hear people
say, ‘I thought you knew’. It is
better that we hear several
times than not at all.
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With the reluctant decision to suspend
Church services again at St Andrews due
to the rising number of local Covid cases,
Sally & I propose to resume the weekly
Morning Praise E-Service.
If, as a former recipient, you no longer
wish to receive this in the coming weeks,
then please let us know. We are aware
there are now a rich variety of online
services to livestream and Zoom into.
Our God still reigns !!!!
With love in Jesus
Steve & Sally

OZANKOY HOMEGROUP
The weekly Homegroup restarts Tuesday
22nd September at 10.00am. Swallows
and residents are welcome to join us for
discussion, prayer, praise, fellowship and
of course coffee and cake. We are
resuming our virus-interrupted look at
Paul’s letter to the Galatians.
For directions or more information, please
talk to Steve or Sally, email
stevebrcs@yahoo.co.uk or ring 0533
8742076

review of him. But he was utterly disarmed by
Rogers' charm, idealism and wisdom. He
wrote 'What is grace? I'm not certain; all I
know is that my heart felt like a spike, and
then, in that room, it opened and felt like an
umbrella.' Mr Rogers affirms all he meets. He
tells people that they are great, just the way
they are and of course he talks about love.
How we are all loved into being. Have you
ever stopped to think about all the people who
have loved you into being? It is an immensely
powerful thought. Mr Rogers was passionate
about public service broadcasting. About
teaching children (and grown-ups) positive
ways to be.
It is probably no coincidence that he was also
a Presbyterian minister and that faith
permeates all that he does and shines love and
acceptance on all he meets. He totally and
utterly values all the people he meets.
I hope you can see this film. It was one of the
most joyous films I have ever watched. My
soul felt better for watching it. So what I want
to leave you with is Mr Rogers' message. That
you are a wonderful person, just the way you
are and you have been loved into being, not
just by those who have loved you, but also, I
would add, by God.
Ed: If your local DVD rental doesn’t have this
film then it is available to rent on Amazon.

A recommendation from Rev Rachel Murray.
I saw a wonderful film recently that I want to
share. It's the latest Tom Hanks film. It tells
the true story of a famous American children's
presenter called Mr Rogers whose show 'A
Beautiful Day in the Neighbourhood' ran from
1968 to 2001 and was beloved by generations.
The show encouraged children (and grownups) to talk and think about their feelings.
In the film a hard-bitten journalist comes to
see Mr Rogers and plans to write a mocking
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Oh, My
head hurts!

Cathedrals: Pray for St Christopher’s and St
Paul’s Cathedrals, their people, their deans

Diocesan PRAYER
Diary for September
Diocesan Office: Pray for those who
conscientiously and skillfully serve the
administration of the Diocese.
The Anglican Church in Qatar consists of
The Church of the Epiphany and The Anglican
Centre. Epiphany has five congregations of
more than 600 people. It is truly a ‘global’
church with members of more than 35
nationalities. The Anglican Resource Centre is
the spiritual home for more than 85 Christian
congregations, where 18-20,000 worshippers
meet every weekend from 65 countries in over
150 different worship services.
We praise God for the opportunity to develop
a meaningful live-streamed service during the
pandemic crisis that is keeping our
congregation linked in spirit, worshipping
together virtually and reaching into homes all
over the world. We pray for the vulnerable
among us, for those whose lives have been
severely affected by the pandemic, whether
through illness or the loss of livelihoods. Bless
their families that they support and may new
doors open for them and a sense of God’s
faithful strength and presence sustain them.
Readers: Pray for all Readers and thank God

for their varied ministries of worship,
preaching, teaching, and care.
Ayia Napa: Christ Church congregation is
made up of mainly retired British expats and
serves within the centre of one of the island’s
busiest holiday resorts.
We praise God for the many visitors who
bless Christ Church with their enthusiasm and
encouragement. We pray that they would
meet with the spirit of Jesus in this place.
We pray for all who suffer loneliness, sickness
or pain and give thanks to God that, despite
these challenges, our congregation remains
faithful in worship and continues to give
practical help within the Church.
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Bill and Jeremy, their canons, and their
clergy.
The Retreats Ministry has its office in Nicosia
run by the Retreats Facilitator. The main
ministry being that of the Katafiyio Retreat
House in Cyprus, the running of group and
individually guided retreats in the Diocese and
Province, and the giving of spiritual direction.
Give thanks that Retreats in Daily Life have
been led virtually over the lockdown and
allowed some who would not otherwise have
been able to participate in these, to do so.
With bookings for Katafiyio cancelled over the
lockdown, the future of the retreat house is
uncertain. We ask for God’s wisdom in
decision-making. Pray for all who plan and
lead retreats and quiet days across the
Diocese, and all who give and receive skilled
spiritual direction.
Mission to Seafarers Cyprus: The Mission to
Seafarers serves all those who venture on the
oceans of the world by offering care and
service to all in need who visit this island
regardless of nationality or faith.
We give praise and thanks to God for opening
doors to help our service to the seafarers
continue to grow and provide a brief haven in
their difficult times.
We rejoice in the planning and preparations
for our new Centre in Limassol and all those
volunteers who patiently support the work
even in times of great challenges.
May hearts be softened and justice prevail, so
those who need us may have free access to
our facilities to lighten their burdens and raise
their spirits.

Quick Prayer of Joy
By Alden Solovy
G-d,
Thank You for joy and delight,
For wonder and awe,
For moments of gladness and
celebration.
Grant me the ability to breathe
gentleness
Into my hours and seasons,
So that I live awake to beauty,
To holiness,
To the radiance that surrounds us.
Grant me the wisdom to arrive each
day
With passion and humour,
With song and dance,
With smiling eyes,
In service to myself,
In service to others,
In service to Your Holy Name.
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More Notes from
Kent
In the last few days the
rules on how we live
our lives, both in the
TRNC and UK, have
changed yet again as
numbers of those proving covid positive to
the virus increase again. I had just begun to
feel brave enough to resume some level of
normality (will we ever be ‘normal’ again?).
So my return to Kibris is on hold for a bit
longer.
Autumn has begun to show her face in Kent,
we are still enjoying pleasant days but the
evenings are a bit cooler. A couple of weeks
ago I felt I wanted to venture further afield, so
I booked myself onto a coach trip and visited
Ely for the day. I had not been there before so
I was interested to discover what Ely had to
offer other than the cathedral.

It was a nice day and I enjoyed being
chauffeured. I thought it might also have been
an opportunity to meet new people but we
were very much socially-distanced and
masked on the coach I would have needed to
shout to have a conversation with my
neighbour so it was rather an anti-socially
distanced occasion!

A recent addition to the Lady Chapel above
the alter is a most unusual statue of Mary by
David Wynne - installed in 2000.
John Rutter
has
completed
many
recordings
in the chapel
and it has
been
featured in
several
choral
albums.

My first stop was the cathedral, I’d heard it
described as “the ship of the Fens” but
apparently its actual title is ‘The Cathedral
Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity of
Ely'. Quite a mouthful.
The nave (the longest in Britain) is 250 feet
long and this was easily believable as being
devoid of chairs it looked really huge. The
nave is overlooked by a beautiful painted
ceiling.

The cathedral has also
featured in several
movies. ‘Elizabeth:
The Golden Age', and
‘The Other Boleyn
Girl' were both filmed
there and it was used
during the filming of
‘The King's Speech',
substituting for
Westminster Abbey.

Another ‘large’ in
the cathedral is the Lady Chapel. Completed
in 1349, it is the largest chapel constructed in
honour of the Virgin Mary attached to any
British cathedral. Gothic stone arched seats
surround the walls which are decorated with
fussy stone filigree work.
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Pink Floyd
even featured
the cathedral
between the
faces on the
cover of their
album ‘The
Division Bell'!

Also housed in the cathedral is the Stained
Glass Museum - a hidden treasure described as
a “Gem in the Fens”. An independent
museum, uniquely dedicated to the art of
stained glass. There is a display of over 100
original panels dating from the early 13th
century to the present day.
Elsewhere in Ely, which is not a very big
town, you can find narrow streets, a market
square, the River Great Ouse and Oliver
Cromwell’s
house.
Oliver
Cromwell,
one of the
most
divisive
individuals in British History, spent a decade
of his life living in Ely and his home is open to
visitors to experience what domestic life
would have been like in the 17th Century. So it
was an interesting day out, enjoyed at a nice
steady pace with no parking or driving
worries.
August last year saw Pat and I taking a driving
tour from the south to the north of England.
We started from Kent after having attended the
Friends of the Diocese AGM in London. Our
first stop was to visit Jewel Pearce in her new
home just outside Milton Keynes followed by
an overnight stop at Silverstone. We almost
were on the track as my sat nav kept insisting
we go there. It turned out that our B&B had
the same post code as the famous race track!
The following day we drove to the National
Arboretum near Lichfield and had a
marvellous time there. The site has been so
well designed, over 400 memorials are most
beautifully and sensitively displayed. There
are not only military memorials to be seen but
there are many public charities to the
emergency services, fraternity groups and
individuals included. If you ever have the
opportunity to be in the area I do encourage
you to visit. You wont be disappointed.
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The following day we drove to Darlington and
enjoyed visiting old friends of St Andrew’s –
Jacquie and Bob Taylor.
Well that was far enough north for us to
venture, so on leaving the Taylors we headed
for the Yorkshire Dales. The lovely scenery
was initially spoilt by a heavy drizzle as we
took to the hills. But our spirits were not to be
dampened as we were heading for a Scarecrow
Festival in Kettlewell! Yes, scarecrows of
every design were to be found throughout the
village. We checked in at a local pub and
waited for the rain to stop. The following day
was bright and we picked up a leaflet that
helped us to follow the scarecrow trail around
the village. Great fun.
So why am I telling you about what happened
last year? Well, obviously the festival could
not be repeated this year but the village
Scarecrow Festival Committee decided it
should go online this year. Which meant that
during August I’ve been able to admire some
clever scarecrows again, try lots of cake
recipes provided by the ladies of the village
but one of the things that has amused me most
has been listening to a very ‘Yorkshire’ lady
telling some well known Bible stories in a
really broad Yorkshire dialect (think of
listening to Pat!). Here’s her version of the
story of Jonah

Jonah, one of the Tales from God’s
Own Country by Jean Briggs
This chap… ‘ave a mind to think he
went bi ť name o’ Jonah… well he wor
dilly-dallyin’ around doin’ nowt in
particular… when reet aahta ť blue this
voice booms: “Naa then Jonah… what
assta aggeeat?”

Jonah
nearly
jumped
aahta ‘is
skin. ‘Ee
looks
araahnd but
sees
nob’dy.
Puzzled ‘ee teks ‘is cap off an
scratches ‘is eead: “Aye-up”… ‘ee
calls… “wheear isst… who’s that
mekkin’ all t’ shout?” A voice replies:
“Get thi brain i’ gear lad… it’s me…
God!” Na Jonah mussta known ‘im
‘cos ‘ee looks up inter t’ sky an’ sez:
“Weeal l’ll gutter t’ foot of our stairs…
Owstta bin God?”
“Reet gradely” sez God “but ‘ave
getten mi waark cut aaht wi them daft
beggars frae Nineveh… an am
mithered they’re tunnin’ daahn t’ wrong
road. … Thaa’s nobbert laikin though…
so think of thissen as a bit of a blessin’
in disguise… I’ve getten enough on mi
plate… an’ t least tha can do is ť tek
one of mi jobs off mi ‘ands!”
Weeal… Jonah mustta ‘ad an inklin of
what ť job wor at cummin… an’ it wor t’
last thing ee wanted t’ do: “Nay God”
ee sez “weeant it wait till tomorrer…
I’ve getten a bit of a twinge in mi back!”
God sounded a bit twined… He wasn’t
banna let Jonah off t’ ook: “Nay… It
weeant wait Jonah”… He sez… “it’s a
rush-job so tha can get thissen off t’
Nineveh NOW an’ persuade all them
fowk theer ‘ats doin’ bad things ť mend
their ways ‘else they’ll be i’ bother!”
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Jonah wornt suited at all. ., ‘ee sez in a
reight mawngy voice “But… God…mi
back’s bad!”
Fed-up of excuses God’d ‘ave none of
it… Ee’d ‘eard ’em all in His time: “Tha
can forget abaaht thi back lad”… He
said… “I’m yer man… I’ll soon ‘ave that
fetteld up!!” Jonah nivver med it ť
Nineveh… cos ‘ee ‘ated people frae
theer… an’ he wanted ’em ť stay bad
an’ get punished… ee’d forgot God
was a luvvin’ God.
Jonah
ran
away…
got on a
boat…
hit
rough
seas
and stormy weather… probably got
sick… ended-up in t’ watter… an’ got
swallered by an enormous fish… BUT
AT LEAST HIS BACK WOR CURED…
an’ that felt good!
So now tha knaws.

If you’d like more stories like this you will
find them on the Festival website.
https://www.kettlewellscarecrows.uk/storie
s/jonah/

Coffee cake
– with or without walnuts – is a classic

4. If you would usually use a food
processor, just put all ingredients into
the bowl and mix for 1 or 2 minutes
until everything is blended together.
5. Divide the mixture between the tins
and bake for about 30 minutes, or until
an inserted skewer comes out clean.
6. Leave the cakes in their tins to cool for
five minutes before turning out onto a
wire cooling rack.
7. For the icing: mix all the margarine/
butter, icing sugar and Camp/instant
coffee together until smooth, then use
half as a sandwich filling between two
cakes and the other to spread on top.
8. Decorate as desired.

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 oz/170g self-raising flour
6 oz/170g caster sugar
6 oz/170g soft margarine/butter
1 tbsp of Camp coffee liquid or instant
coffee granules
1.5 tsp baking powder
3 free range eggs
1 tbsp warm water

Buttercream for the filling/topping
•
•
•

2oz/55g soft margarine/butter
5oz/140g icing sugar
1 teaspoon Camp coffee liquid (if using
instant coffee granules, dissolve them
in 2tsp warm water)

Instructions
1. Preheat oven to 160C/140C fan/Gas 3.
Grease two 8” sandwich tins and line
with greaseproof paper.
2. Cream together the butter/margarine
and sugar with the Camp or instant
coffee using an electric hand whisk or
stand mixer.
3. Gradually beat in the eggs, then fold in
the flour.
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Every hand that we no longer shake
must become a phone call that we
place.
Every embrace that we avoid must
become a verbal expression of
warmth and concern.
Every inch and every foot that we
physically place between ourselves
and another must become a thought
as to how we might help that other,
should the need arise.
- Los Angeles-based Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky
I hope you are all keeping safe and well
and until the next time – you will be in
my thoughts and prayers.
Anne

http://cyprusscene.com
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Check out CyprusScene for your daily
news of life and times in the TRNC.

________________________________

If you wish to place adverts here on
our website please contact our
Editor, Anne Lloyd on
+44 7765 463825
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