
 

 

BRITISH RESIDENTS SOCIETY 

RESIDENCY - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

QUESTION ANSWER 

I currently have a residency permit; can 
I wait to renew it when it expires?  

Yes, your current permit is still valid until 
its expiry date when it must be renewed. 
You cannot apply more than 60 days 
before it’s due, but it must be no later 
than 20 days before expiry. 
 

Why am I only being given a 30-day 
visa when I enter the TRNC? 

The new regulations state that there are 
three different types of visa, 30, 60 or 
90 days.  The 30-day visa is purely for a 
holiday, 60-days is if you are staying 
with relatives who live in the TRNC and 
90-days if you have property 
(purchased or rented) and intend 
applying for residency.  Currently we 
are aware that renewed instructions 
have been given to the Police at land 
crossings and Ercan, but we are 
awaiting confirmation that they have 
been implemented.  

I am over 60, was in the TRNC prior to 
23rd October but on re-entering the 
TRNC from the RoC was only given a 
30 visa.  If I do not leave in 30 days will 
I be fined.  

No.  The Immigration Dept. have been 
quite clear on this matter.  As you are 
over 60 and were in the TRNC prior to 
23rd October you have until 23rd October 
2020 to complete your application and 
will not be subject to any fines for 
exceeding your stay. 

I am over 60 when do I have to 
complete my Residency by? 

If you were over 60 and in the TRNC 
prior to 23rd October 2019 you have until 
23rd October 2020 to complete your 
application. 

I am under 60 what are the rules for 
me? 

The rules for persons under 60 years of 
age are as they were previously. 

What are the rules regarding blood 
tests? 

Under 60 they are required.  Over 60 
they are no longer needed. 

I am a blood donor – can I use my 
booklet as proof in lieu of a blood test? 

We have not had confirmation but there 
is sufficient anecdotal evidence to 
suggest that this will be accepted. 

Where do I have to go in order to have 
a Blood Test? 

Currently you will be given a form at the 
Police station to attend a branch of the 
Koop bank to pay for your test, then you 
need to go to the State Hospital in your 
area and you will be informed which 
clinic to attend.  This will change once 
the online system is functional. 



 

 

What documents do I have to have in 
order to apply for Residency? 

• passport,  

• photocopy of passport and copy 
of page showing previous 
residency stamp or copy of 
stamped Residency document, if 
renewing. 

• mukhtar’s letter with 4tl stamp 

• copy of kocan (or registered rental 
agreement),  

• marriage certificate in Turkish or 
English (we gave them 
photocopies with no problems), 
or certified Family Partnership 
Residency/Civil Partnership 
document. 

• passport photo for the Lefkosa 
immigration office. 

• 24tl stamps 

• Proof of income or savings in the 
TRNC. Copies of UK bank 
accounts can be used showing 
the appropriate amounts required 
as proof. 

• Pink or White renewal booklet if 
renewing. 

I am over 60 and used only go to 
Lefkosa to complete my Residency.  Is 
that still the case? 

No – Under the new system everyone 
applying for Residency must first attend 
the Police station with the documents 
shown above. You then need to visit the 
Immigration Department at Lefkosa after 
a four week period to finalise your 
residency . 

I have a work permit do I now need to 
apply for Residency 

No, this has not changed. 

My husband has a work permit, do I 
need to apply for Residency 

Yes, you will need to apply for a ‘Family 
Residency’ 

What are the financial requirements for 
Residency? 

Currently a property owner would be 
required to prove monthly income 
equivalent to that of the current 
minimum monthly TRNC wage, which is 
3,400tl.  Applicants who are renting 
property would need to prove income 
equivalent to that of three times the 
current minimum monthly TRNC wage 
which would be 10,200tl. As an 
alternative to proof of income, 
applications can be made that 
demonstrate savings equivalent to 12 
times the minimum monthly wage. In 



 

 

the case of a property owner 40,800TL 
or if renting property 122,400TL. 
 

How does the 90/180-day rule work, 
and from when?  

Any visitor NOT applying for Residency 
will only be able to stay in the TRNC for 
up to 90 days in any 180-day period.  
The 180-day period begins on the first 
time you enter the TRNC 

I do not yet have Residency; can I travel 
outside the TRNC? 

Yes. For those persons over 60 and 
resident in the TRNC before 23rd 
October you have until 23rd October 
2020 until penalties for non-compliance 
are put in place.  
Under 60s MUST have residency in 
place if your visa has expired before 
you may leave. 

If I spend less than 90 days here each 
year do I need Residency? 

No 

Can I take my Kocan, Purchase 
contract to show to immigration to get a 
90-day visa as I was only given 30 days 
at the border? 

Yes, you are now able to attend the 
Immigration Dept. at Lefkosa with your 
passport, kocan, stamped sales or 
rental agreement and you can extend 
your visa to 90 days. If you are 
travelling to the TRNC from the 
Republic of Cyprus please be aware 
that it is illegal to purchase property in 
the TRNC under their laws.  If caught in 
possession of a kocan or sales 
document, you will be prosecuted. 

Can I apply to get residency as I 
currently rent a property from a friend 
but do not have an agreement? 

No - You must have an agreement 
which has been certified. 

I live with my partner who owns the 
house, what do I need to show that I 
can apply for Family Residency?  

There is a document on which both 
parties confirm the relationship outside 
of marriage and is then certified by a 
Noter.  This is called a Family 
Partnership Residency/Civil Partnership 
document. A copy is on the BRS 
website under Residency in the 
members area. This will be accepted in 
place of a marriage certificate. 

My husband and I have joint ownership 
of our property, can we apply jointly? 

No.  One of you applies for ‘immovable 
property’ and has to provide the 
documentation including financial 
details – for that person.  The other 
applies as a ‘family member’ and is 
exempt from needing to provide 
separate financial information. 

I have permanent Residency will I have 
to re-apply? 

No.  This is not included in the new 
Regulations. 



 

 

Will other changes to the regulations be 
possible in the future? 
 

Yes.  The regulations are not ‘law’.  
They are passed by the Council of 
Ministers NOT parliament.  This allows 
future amendments to the regulations to 
be put before the Council of Ministers 
and passed as a separate amendment 
document. 

What are the rules involving Health 
Insurance? 

Introduced in the new Residency 
regulations is a requirement to have 
Private or State Health Insurance which 
is in force for the duration of the 
Residency permit. 

Which private Health Insurance is 
permitted? 

We have submitted different policies to 
the Interior Ministry for clarification.  
When we know which types of policies 
are acceptable, we will advise the 
membership. 

What is covered by the State Health 
insurance? 

At this time, we have requested details 
of the policy coverage.  We are aware it 
does not have an upper age limit and 
pays for any use of a State ambulance 
(112) and gives the holder a 20% 
discount on treatments. 

How do I obtain this? See the Residency section on the 
website.  This gives full instructions and 
provides a map showing the relevant 
locations. 

How can I use a ‘private’ policy if I want 
to apply for more than ONE year’s 
residency? 

We have spoken to one provider who 
has assured us this can be done.  Once 
their policies have been certified by the 
Interior/Health ministries we will advise 
which Companies will do this.   

If someone arrived in the TRNC after 
23rd October and was given a 30 day 
visa but wants to apply for Residency 
what should they do? 

They will have until 23rd January to 
BEGIN their application.  Once you 
have been to the Police Station to 
provide your documents, if all is in order 
you will be given a slip which effectively 
gives you a 90 visa while the process is 
being completed.   

When will the Website be fully up and 
running? 

At this point we do not know other than 
it is being given the highest priority.  As 
soon as it is fully functional, we will 
inform you. 

Is there an ‘upper age’ at which 
Residency is not required?  
 

Not yet.  We are talking to the 
Government regarding this amendment 
and hope that we can convince them to 
accept it.  

 


