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Dear Mr Chamberlain, 

  

Thank you for your undated letter to the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary, 

your emails of 24 August and 4,

the reply dated 22 August from the Central Correspondence Unit. Your 

correspondence has been passed to the Eastern Mediterranean Department for 

reply. 

 

You raised a number of issues about the UK’s relationship with the Turkish Cypriot 

community, including trade relations after the UK leaves the European Union

not intend to give a running commentary about future trade deals as we leave the 

EU. However we have no current plans to review policy on UK trade with north 

Cyprus. The Government see

interests of both Cypriot communities as the best way to overcome the isolation of 

those residing in north Cyprus

both communities. As we leave the EU

the economic development of north Cyprus, within the constraints of U

Security Council resolution 550, which calls up

or assist the ‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’

continues to support the European Commission’s aid programme for the Turkish 

Cypriot community, which encourages its economic development to 

reunification of Cyprus. 

 

You also raised UK trade with Turkey in the context of exiting the EU. 

Government is committed to seeking continuity in its current trade and investment 

relationships, which includes those covered by EU prefe

is a key trading partner and is the UK’s 17th largest export market, we have a strong 
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Thank you for your undated letter to the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary, 

ur emails of 24 August and 4, 15 and 21 September about Cyprus, in response to 

the reply dated 22 August from the Central Correspondence Unit. Your 

correspondence has been passed to the Eastern Mediterranean Department for 

of issues about the UK’s relationship with the Turkish Cypriot 

, including trade relations after the UK leaves the European Union

not intend to give a running commentary about future trade deals as we leave the 

current plans to review policy on UK trade with north 

The Government seeks a just and lasting settlement that protects the 

interests of both Cypriot communities as the best way to overcome the isolation of 

those residing in north Cyprus, and indeed the hardship that the situation causes for 

. As we leave the EU, we will continue to look at ways to support 

the economic development of north Cyprus, within the constraints of U

ouncil resolution 550, which calls upon all member states not to recognise 

or assist the ‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’. In the meantime, the UK 

European Commission’s aid programme for the Turkish 

Cypriot community, which encourages its economic development to 

You also raised UK trade with Turkey in the context of exiting the EU. 

Government is committed to seeking continuity in its current trade and investment 

relationships, which includes those covered by EU preferential arrangements. Turkey 

is a key trading partner and is the UK’s 17th largest export market, we have a strong 
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29 September 2017 

Thank you for your undated letter to the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary, and 

September about Cyprus, in response to 

the reply dated 22 August from the Central Correspondence Unit. Your 

correspondence has been passed to the Eastern Mediterranean Department for 

of issues about the UK’s relationship with the Turkish Cypriot 

, including trade relations after the UK leaves the European Union. We do 

not intend to give a running commentary about future trade deals as we leave the 

current plans to review policy on UK trade with north 

s a just and lasting settlement that protects the 

interests of both Cypriot communities as the best way to overcome the isolation of 

the hardship that the situation causes for 

, we will continue to look at ways to support 

the economic development of north Cyprus, within the constraints of United Nations 

on all member states not to recognise 

In the meantime, the UK 

European Commission’s aid programme for the Turkish 

Cypriot community, which encourages its economic development to facilitate the 

You also raised UK trade with Turkey in the context of exiting the EU. The UK 

Government is committed to seeking continuity in its current trade and investment 

rential arrangements. Turkey 

is a key trading partner and is the UK’s 17th largest export market, we have a strong 
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bilateral relationship with Turkey that we wish to support and see flourish. The UK 

has a trade working group with Turkey which was announced by the Prime Minister 

in January, signalling its importance. 

 

You also asked about the Government’s position on security checks for flights to the 

UK from Ercan, and the provision of technical assistance to improve security 

measures at Ercan. The safety and security of the public are our primary concern, 

and the Government will not hesitate to put in place any measures that we believe 

are necessary, effective and proportionate. As a result of consultations with the 

Department for Transport, Pegasus Airlines took the decision to introduce additional 

security checks on passengers transiting in Turkey on flights from Ercan to Stansted. 

The Republic of Cyprus has not designated Ercan as an airport under the 1944 

Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation. It is not possible for HMG to do 

anything which conflicts with the Republic’s decision. To do so would cut across the 

Republic’s sovereign rights. 

 

I am grateful for your views but regret I am unable to go further into a detailed 

commentary. We will continue to work towards a settlement in Cyprus, which we 

believe will address many of the issues that  

 

 

Yours ever, 

 

 

Eastern Mediterranean Department 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
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Example of continuation page. 




