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Today marks the 40th anniversary 

of the Turkish peace operation on 

Cyprus on July 20, 1974 which 

saved the lives and liberty of the 

island’s Turkish community. 

 

 
Turkish Cypriots welcoming the Turkish 

troops in 1974. 

 

THANK YOU TURKISH ARMY!THANK YOU TURKISH ARMY!THANK YOU TURKISH ARMY!THANK YOU TURKISH ARMY!    

Historical Facts about the 

Cyprus Problem 

12 July, 1878:United Kingdom took over the 

administration of the island, followinga 99 year 

lease agreement with the Ottoman Empire. In 

exchange, Britain agreed to help the Empire 

against Russian aggression. 

1914: Britain annexed Cyprus in response to 

Ottoman Empire’s alliance with Germany and 

Austro-Hungary Empire in World War I 

1925: Cyprus formally became a British 

Colony 

1960:The British, Greek and Turkish 

governments signed an “InternationalTreaty of 

Guarantee” to provide for an independent 

Cypriot state within the Commonwealth of 

Nations and allow for the retention of two 

Sovereign Base Areas on the Island. The 

treaty, gave each power the right to take 

military action in the face of any threat to the 

constitution. Cyprus became the Independent 

“Republic of Cyprus” as a partnership State 

based on the political equality of the co-

founding Turkish and Greek Cypriot peoples. 

The Greek Cypriot Archbishop Makarios 

became the first president, with Turkish 

Cypriot Dr.Kucuk his vice president, each with 

veto powers to ensure political equality at the 

executive level. 

Sooner than later, the Greek Cypriot 

Leader Makarios declared that the “Cyprus 

Republic” was to be used as a springboard 

to achieve “Enosis” (Union with Greece). 

This system of checks and balances, however, 

faced a serious and immediate challenge when 

the Greek Cypriot side attempted to amend the 

Constitution by removing all provisions that 

gave the Turkish Cypriots a meaningful say in 

the affairs of the State. Failing that, in late 

1963 they launched an all-out armed attack on 

the Turkish Cypriots throughout the island, 

killing and wounding thousands, driving one-

quarter of the Turkish Cypriot population out 

of their homes and properties in 103 villages 

and causing widespread destruction. 

The ferocity of this onslaught was described by 

former Undersecretary of the US State 

Department, GeorgeBall, in his memories titled 

“The Past Has Another Pattern” by observing 

that Archbishop Makarios, the then Greek 

Cypriot leader, had “turned this beautiful 

island into his private abattoir.” He further 

stated that “Makarios’ central interest was to 

block off any Turkish intervention so that he 

and his GreekCypriotes could go on happily 

massacring the Turkish Cypriots.” 

The last attempt for ENOSIS: 



On 15 July, 1974, with the help of the Greek 

Junta, the Greek Cypriot Terrorist Organisation 

EOKA B under the leadership of notorious 

Nikos Sampson staged a coupd’etat against the 

Greek Cypriot Government of Makarios. 

Escaping the coup d’etat Greek Cypriot 

President Makarios went to the United Nations 

to declare that “Greece had invaded Cyprus”. 

Many Greek Cypriots lost their lives during the 

coupist take over which ended with the Turkish 

Peace Operation on 20
th

 July 1974.  

The Turkish Peace operation on 20 July 1974 

undoubtedly saved the Turkish Cypriot 

community from mass-extermination, but also 

saved many Greek Cypriots killing each other, 

prevented the annexation of Cyprus to Greece, 

and thus preserved the independence of the 

island. Turkey’s legitimate and timely action 

has kept the peace on the island since 1974. 

Today, the Constitution of the Republic is dead 

and the “Republic of Cyprus” government has 

been completely usurped and monopolized by 

the Greek Cypriots. Turkish Cypriots and 

successive Turkish Governments have worked 

towards a settlement and have either instigated 

or accepted all major United Nations initiatives 

aimed at such just and lasting solution. The 

latest and most elaborate document in this 

respect was the “Annan Plan” named after 

former United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan, who was the architect of the plan.  

The Annan Plan was put to separate and 

simultaneous referenda of Turkish Cypriots 

and Greek Cypriots on April 24, 2004. It was 

overwhelmingly accepted by the Turkish 

Cypriot people by a 65% majority; but was 

rejected by the Greek Cypriot people, at the 

directive of their leadership, by even a greater 

margin of 76%. 

Despite the brave Turkish Cypriot vote in 

favour of peace and reunification, the 

European Union instead rewarded the 

intransigent Greek Cypriot controlled South 

Cyprus with E.U. membership.  As long as the 

equal rights and interests of both Turkish 

Cypriot and Greek Cypriot peoples over the 

island are disregarded, a solution to the Cyprus 

problem seems impossible.  

 

 

 

Meanwhile it’s the presence 

of the Turkish Army that is 

holding the PEACE on the 

Island since 1974.  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

TURKEY! 


